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FOREWORD

Combating transnational crime and terrorism requires cooperation among governments and specialised 

agencies in different countries. Coordination, information sharing, joint undertakings and legal follow- 

through are essential. Confidence building and the enhancing of national capacity to respond are critical. 

Therefore, ASEAN Member Countries have adopted or signed many documents and statements to effect 

such cooperation.

For the first time, the ASEAN Secretariat has put the relevant documents and statements in one convenient 

compendium. We hope policy-makers and all interested parties will find this “The ASEAN Documents on 

Combating Transnational Crime and Terrorism” a useful reference. Through this publication, we would also 

like to promote more public awareness and understanding of an important arena of ASEAN Cooperation 

with its partners.

 

ONG KENG YONG

Secretary-General of ASEAN

Jakarta, May 2007
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WE, the ASEAN Ministers of Interior/Home Affairs and Representatives of ASEAN Member Countries, 
participating in the first ASEAN Conference on Transnational Crime held in Manila on 18-20 December 
1997; 

CONCERNED about the pernicious effects of transnational crime, such as terrorism, illicit drug 
traffic king, arms smuggling, money laundering, traffic in persons and piracy on regional stability and 
development, the maintenance of the rule of law and the welfare of the region’s peoples; 

RECOGNIZING the need for clear and effective regional modalities to combat these forms of crimes, 
especially on the aspect of information exchange and policy coordination; 

RECALLING the Naples Political Declaration and Global Plan of Action of 23 November 1994, which 
sought international solidarity and effective legal cooperation against these forms of crime; 

RECALLING FURTHER the Baguio Communiqué adopted during the first International Conference 
on Terrorism held in Baguio City, Philippines, on 18-21 February 1996, which endeavoured to enhance 
international cooperation against all forms of terrorism through such modalities as intelligence-sharing, 
coordinated policies and law enforcement training; 

NOTING the decision of the 29th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM) in Jakarta in July 1996 on the need 
to focus attention on such issues as narcotics, economic crimes, including money laundering, environment 
and illegal migration which transcend borders and affect the lives of the people in the region, and the urgent 
need to manage such transnational issues so that they would not affect the long term viability of ASEAN 
and its individual member nations; 

ENDEAVOURING to further the decision of the First Informal ASEAN Summit in November 1996 in 
Jakarta to request the relevant ASEAN bodies to study the possibility of regional cooperation on criminal 
matters, including extradition; 

PURSUANT to the decision of the 30th AMM in Kuala Lumpur in July 1997 which stressed the need for 
sustained cooperation in addressing transnational concerns including the fight against terrorism, trafficking 
in people, illicit drugs and arms and piracy; 

AFFIRMING the agreement among Heads of Government during the Second Informal Summit in 
December 1997 in Kuala Lumpur to take firm and stern measures to combat transnational crime such as 
drug trafficking and trafficking of women and children, as well as other transnational crime; and, 

CONVINCED that the continuity of existing global framework against transnational crime rests on 
consolidated regional action in the institutional and operational spheres: 

ASEAN DECLARATION ON THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF 
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

MANILA, PHILIPPINES, 20 DECEMBER 1997
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HAVE RESOLVED TO CONFRONT THE PROBLEM OF TRANSNATIONAL CRIME THROUGH 
THE FOLLOWING MEASURES:

1. Strengthen the commitment of Member Countries to cooperate at the regional level in combating
 the transnational crime; 

2. Convene at least once every two years ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime in order 
 to coordinate activities of relevant ASEAN bodies, such as the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug 
 Matters (ASOD) and the ASEAN Chiefs of National Police (ASEANAPOL); 

3. Hold discussions with a view to signing mutual legal assistance agreements, bilateral treaties, 
 memorandum of understanding or other arrangements among Member Countries; 

4. Consider the establishment of an ASEAN Centre on Transnational Crime (ACOT) which will coordinate 
 regional efforts against transnational crime through intelligence sharing, harmonization of policies 
 and coordination of operations; 

5. Convene a high-level ad-hoc Experts Group within one year to accomplish the following with the 
 assistance of the ASEAN Secretariat: 
 a. ASEAN Plan of Action on Transnational Crime, 
 b. Institutional Framework for ASEAN Cooperation on Transnational Crime, and, 
 c. Feasibility study on the establishment of ACOT; 

6. Encourage Member Countries to consider assigning Police Attaches and/or Police Liaison Officers in 
 each other’s capital in order to facilitate cooperation for tackling transnational crime; 

7. Encourage networking of the relevant national agencies or organizations in Member Countries 
 dealing with transnational crime to further enhance information exchange and dissemination; 

8. Expand the scope of Member Countries’ efforts against transnational crime such as terrorism, illicit 
 drug trafficking, arms smuggling, money laundering, traffic in persons and piracy, and to request the 
 ASEAN Secretary-General to include these areas in the work programme of the ASEAN Secretariat; 

9. Explore ways by which the Member Countries can work closer with relevant agencies and organizations  
 in Dialogue Partner countries, other countries and international organizations, including the United 
 Nations and its specialized agencies, Colombo Plan Bureau, Interpol and such other 
 agencies, to combat transnational crime; 

10. Cooperate and coordinate more closely with other ASEAN bodies such as the ASEAN Law 
 Ministers and Attorneys-General, the ASEAN Chiefs of National Police, the ASEAN Finance 
 Ministers, the Directors-General of Immigration and the Directors-General of Customs in the 
 investigations, prosecution and rehabilitation of perpetrators of such crimes; and, 

11. Strengthen the ASEAN Secretariat’s capacity to assist the Member Countries in initiating, planning, 
 and coordinating activities, strategies, programmes and projects to combat transnational crime. 
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SIGNED this 20th day of December 1997 in Manila, Philippines. 

Dato Paduka Haji Abidin bin Orang Kaya Periwara Abd. Rashid
Acting Minister of Home Affairs
Brunei Darussalam

Yogie S. Memet
Minister of Home Affairs
Republic of Indonesia

Laoly Asang
Minister of Interior
Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Dato Mohammad Tajol Rosli Ghazali
Deputy Minister of Home Affairs
Malaysia

Tin Hlaing
Minister of Home Affairs
Union of Myanmar

Robert Z. Barbers
Secretary of the Interior and Local Government
Republic of the Philippines

Simon Tensing de Cruz
Ambassador
Embassy of the Republic of Singapore in the Philippines

Xujati Boonto
Charge d’Affaires
Embassy of the Kingdom of Thailand in the Philippines

Le Minh Huong
Minister of Interior
The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
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MANILA DECLARATION
ON THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF TRANSNATIONAL CRIME (1998)

MANILA, PHILIPPINES, 25 MARCH 1998

INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, in its resolution 49/159, approved the Naples Political Declaration and Global 
Action Plan against Organized Transnational Crime (A/49/748, annex) adopted by the World Ministerial 
Conference on Organized Transnational Crime, held at Naples, Italy, from 21 to 23 November 1994, and 
urged States to implement them as a matter of urgency. The General Assembly, in its resolution 51/120, 
requested the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to consider, as a matter of priority, 
the question of the elaboration of an international convention against transnational crime. On the 
recommendation of the Commission, and the Economic and Social Council, the General Assembly in its 
resolution 52/85, decided to establish an inter-sessional open-ended intergovernmental working group 
of experts for the purpose of elaborating a preliminary draft of a possible comprehensive international 
convention against organized transnational crime, which would submit a report thereon to the Commission 
on Crime Preven tion and Criminal Justice at its seventh session. Pursuant to that resolution and thanks 
to the generosity of the Government of Poland, the meeting was held on 2-6 February 1998 in Warsaw 
(Poland). 

2. On the recommendation of the Commission, contained in draft resolution I adopted at its fifth 
session, the General Assembly adopted, by its resolution 51/59, the International Code of Conduct for Public
Officials. By its resolution 51/191 of 16 December 1996, the Assembly also adopted the United Nations 
Declaration against Corruption and Bribery in International Commercial Transactions. 

3. Pursuant to the above-mentioned resolutions, the Asian Regional Ministerial Meeting on Transnational 
Crime was held at Manila from 23 to 25 March 1998 on the invitation of the Government of the 
Philippines. 

I.  RECOMMIENDATIONS 

4. The Regional Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime unanimously adopted the Manila 
Declaration on the Prevention and Control of Transnational Crime, presented below. 
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MANILA DECLARATION
ON THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

MANILA, PHILIPPINES, 25 MARCH 1998

We, Ministers and Representatives of the States participating in the Asia Regional Ministerial Meeting 
on Transnational Crime, held at Manila, Philippines, from 23 to 25 March 1998, organized by the United 
Nations Centre for International Crime Prevention, with the Government of the Philippines acting as the 
Host; 

Assembled for the purpose of promoting regional and international cooperation to combat transnational 
crime and to devise modalities to improve the capacity of our countries to respond more effectively to the 
threats we are facing; 

Reiterating the importance of implementing the principles contained in the Naples Political Declaration 
and Global Action Plan against Organized Transnational Crime, as well as other pertinent United Nations 
instruments; 

Convinced of the need for effective national and regional action against transnational crime, particularly 
in view of its serious debilitating effects on democratic institutions, the maintenance of the rule of law and 
the development process; 

Mindful of the crucial importance of action against transnational crime, including organized crime, drug 
trafficking, terrorism, trafficking in human beings and various forms of financial crimes and corruption, 
and the need for appropriate legislation and regulatory measures, as well as of an efficient and fair criminal 
justice system; 
Conscious of the important role played by the United Nations in fostering international cooperation and 
developing practical strategies to prevent and combat transnational crime in all its forms and dimensions; 

Bearing in mind the Shizuoka Declaration of the Sixth Asia Crime Prevention Foundation Conference on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, held in Tokyo and Shizuoka, Japan, from 28 October to I November 
1997; 

Bearing in mind also the ASEAN Declaration on Transnational Crime of 20 December 1997 which called 
for the expansion of the scope of the efforts of-member countries to combat transnational crime such as 
terrorism, drug trafficking, arms smuggling, money laundering, traffic in persons and piracy, and the 
exploration of ways by which the member countries can work closer with relevant agencies and 
organizations, including the United Nations and its specialized agencies; 

Hereby declare: 

1. We recognize that organized transnational crime undermines civil society, distorts legitimate markets  
 and destabilizes States. Criminal groups are creative in their endeavours in establishing alliances in 
 the region and in other parts of the globe by taking advantage of gaps and weaknesses in international 
 cooperation in criminal matters. 

2. We are concerned about the increase and expansion of organized criminal activities, such as trafficking 
 in human beings, transnational exploitation of women and children, drug trafficking, trafficking in 
 firearms and motor vehicles, illegal trade in cultural objects and natural resources including flora and 
 fauna, money laundering and other forms of financial crimes and corruption. 
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 We express our determination and political will to take concrete action by, among other measures: 

 (a) promoting national and regional action against transnational crime and corruption; 
 (b) developing effective strategies aimed at defeating the economic power of criminal organizations,  
   dismantling their alliances and support networks and developing effective mechanisms capable of  
   bringing members and leaders of criminal groups to justice; 
 (c) improving the functioning of our institutions, in particular the criminal justice systems, reviewing,  
   modernizing and harmonizing, as appropriate, existing laws and regulations to ensure their 
   continued relevance, efficiency and adaptability to modem manifestations of organized crime; 
 (d) enacting new laws and regulations, responding to the complexity and sophistication of various 
   forms of transnational crime, so as to bridge the gaps in legal systems which can be exploited by  
   organized criminal groups; 
 (e) strengthening the capacity of our law enforcement agencies and criminal justice personnel, and  
   upgrading their skills through specialized training in the area of transnational crime, money laundering 
   and other economic offences, including corruption, and the elaboration of the required training 
   materials; 
 (f)  implementing existing and developing new regional programmes aiming at the implementation of  
   the various recommendations of the Naples Political Declaration and Global Action Plan against 
   Organized Transnational Crime, 
 (g) intensifying cooperation and coordination at the national level among relevant agencies to deal  
   with various forms of transnational crime; and 
 (h) fostering close collaborative ties with international organizations, in particular Interpol and 
   relevant non-governmental organizations. 

3. We also recognize that the Asia and Pacific region is witnessing rapid economic and political changes, 
 together with advancements in communications and technology. These developments not only 
 stimulate closer contacts with global markets, but also facilitate linkages between criminal 
 organizations and allow joint criminal ventures. We note that the use and exploitation of computers  
 and telecommunications technology for criminal activities have increased. 

4. We call upon States that are not yet parties to the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in 
 Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988 to ratify or adhere to it without delay and to 
 implement it fully. 

5. We realize that organized crime, drug trafficking, corruption and other economic crime generate large 
 profits, which are used in illegal activities and to infiltrate legitimate businesses and financial 
 enterprises, affecting negatively the development processes of our countries. It is therefore imperative 
 that we prevent and control money laundering by, inter alia : 

 (a) developing modem and adequate investigation and information-gathering techniques to prevent  
   criminals from manipulating and using the financial systems to disguise the origin of assets and  
   funds, and developing complex structures that make detection unlikely and the collection of   
   evidence difficult; and complementing this approach by actively encouraging and securing the 
   cooperation of financial institutions and the business community through appropriate regulations
    and mechanisms; 
 (b) when appropriate, revising existing laws and regulations and enacting new laws, in order to 
   integrate therein provisions on money laundering, in particular, those dealing with the extension of 
   anti-money laundering measures to cover all serious offences and the reporting of suspicious 
   transactions to appropriate authorities, combined with effective implementation mechanisms to 
   ensure prevention and control of the laundering of the proceeds of crime; and 
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 (c) supporting the Global Programme Against Money Laundering, developed by the United Nations 
   International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP) and the Centre for International Crime 
   Prevention, with a view to having cooperation activities with these entities to address the needs
   of the region in this field by paying particular attention to institution building and training of 
   personnel. 

6. We reiterate the view that corruption in various forms, including corruption and bribery in 
international  commercial transactions, and their linkages with the various forms of organized crime 
undermine the values of democracy and morality and jeopardize the social, economic and political 
development of the countries of our region. Therefore, we confirm our commitment to combat all 
corrupt practices by, among other measures: 

 (a) developing prevention and control measures to promote a culture of accountability and  
   transparency, with the active involvement and support of the public; 
 (b) developing comprehensive anti-corruption programmes, including administrative, civil, procedural 
   and criminal legislation, as well as regulatory provisions and administrative action; 
 (c) putting into effect, as appropriate, the various provisions of the International Code of Conduct for 
   Public Officials, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 51/59, the United Nations 
   Declaration on Public Security, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 51/60, and the 
   United Nations Declaration against Corruption and Bribery in International Commercial 
   Transactions, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 51/191 as well as the
   recommend tions of the Expert Group Meeting on Corruption, held in Buenos Aires, 17 - 21  
   March 1997, in order to strengthen national institutions and call attention, at national and 
   international levels, to the need for addressing the problems of corruption and bribery. 

7. We note that the phenomena of corruption and bribery have become transnational in nature. 
Consequently, we encourage the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, in accordance 
with its existing mandate, to examine the feasibility of a global convention against corruption and 
bribery, taking into consideration successful initiatives in this field, such as the 1996 Inter-American 
Convention against Corruption, adopted by members of the Organization of American States, and the 
Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions, 
adopted in 1997 by the OECD members and a number of non-OECD members. 

8. We are convinced that combating the above-mentioned forms of crime requires concerted action at all 
levels. As these crimes transcend national boundaries, international cooperation is essential, 
complemented by collaborative ties at the regional and sub-regional levels. To that end, we are  
determined that our efforts should be focused on the following actions: 

 (a) creating the necessary infrastructures for regional and sub-regional cooperation of criminal justice 
 institutions and law enforcement agencies to detect, investigate and effectively prosecute various 
forms of transnational crime with special emphasis on organized crime and corruption, taking full 
advantage of the experience of existing bilateral and regional arrangements; and

 (b) intensifying the exchange of information and experience regarding the occurrence and patterns of 
 organized crime and corruption, benefiting from best practices applied in different countries, and 
taking into account developments in the region. 

9. We recognize the urgent need to make progress in vigorously promoting international cooperation in 
criminal matters. In this regard, we urge that special attention be given to extradition, mutual 
assistance, witness protection, transfer of prisoners, seizure and forfeiture of the proceeds of crime, as 
well as to other forms of regional and international cooperation in criminal matters. Towards that end 
we encourage focus on the following cooperation modalities, bearing in mind the differences in our 
legal systems: 
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 (a) reviewing and updating our extradition and mutual assistance arrangements or agreements, or 
 concluding such arrangements, as appropriate, so as to facilitate the application of extradition, 
mutual assistance and witness protection laws and practices among the countries of the region; 

 (b) in concluding bilateral or regional agreements, efforts should be made to include provisions on 
 simplified extradition procedures, taking into account the need for each country to have its own 
extradition law and to respect safeguards contained in that law; 

 (c) establishing national central authorities to process requests for extradition and mutual assistance 
 and putting in place mechanisms that would ensure coordination between competent national 
authorities; and 

 (d) making full use of the United Nations Model Treaties on International Cooperation in Criminal  
 Matters when concluding bilateral, sub-regional or regional agreements or arrangements in this 
field, and taking full advantage of the expertise of the United Nations Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice regarding modalities of cooperation in criminal matters. 

10. We welcome the results achieved by the inter-sessional open-ended intergovernmental group of 
 experts on the elaboration of a draft international convention against organized transnational crime, 
which met in Warsaw, Poland, from 2 to 6 February 1998. We believe that the outline of options for 
contents of the convention serves as a solid basis for its further elaboration. We strongly support such 
an endeavor and confirm our commitment to play an active role in the efforts to resolve differences and 
overcome conceptual or substantive difficulties so that the process can move with speed towards its 
conclusion. We urge the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to take advantage of the 
existing momentum and the consensus achieved on the desirability of such a convention, with a view to 
speeding up the process of its drafting and finalizing such a project as soon as possible. 

11. We are convinced that, in order to achieve progress in combating the various forms of crime
  mentioned above, the capacities of our crime prevention and criminal justice infrastructures  
 should be strengthened. Technical assistance and advisory services provided by regional 
 and international organizations are essential for many of the countries in our region, 
 particularly those which are undergoing economic hardships and do not possess the means 
 to institute effectively appropriate reforms and changes. 

12. We believe that technical assistance should respond to the specific needs of the countries of the region 
 and take account of the following issues: 

 (a) strengthening national capacities, including the creation of specialized structures capable of 
dealing with the complexity of organized crime; 

 (b) establishing arrangements for the systematic collection, collation and analysis of data on 
structures, functions and manifestations of organized transnational crime, including trafficking 
in human beings, money laundering and corruption, and using such data in the development and 
implementation of appropriate policies should be pursued; 

 (c) exchanging information regarding legislative measures in order to assist in enactment of new 
   legislation in response to newly emerging patterns of crime; 
 (d) organizing training courses and seminars for law enforcement and criminal justice personnel and 
   developing training materials such as manuals and training curricula, with a view to upgrading 
   their skills, promoting the exchange of experiences and know-how; 
 (e) developing and implementing bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international treaties on 

 cooperation in criminal justice matters, drawing on the expertise of regional States and the United 
Nations; and 
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 (f)  ensuring that the sectors of society that may be involved in transnational crime by reason of 
 poverty and similar circumstances be provided with effective and sustainable alternative sources of 
livelihood and/or provided with opportunities to put their talents to legitimate use. 

13. We recognize the important role played by the United Nations Centre for International Crime 
 Prevention in providing technical assistance and advisory services. Its role in facilitating the creation 
of joint initiatives and the formulation and implementation of technical cooperation projects, involving 
not only the interested developing countries but also other interested countries and relevant agencies, 
should be enhanced, with a view to maintaining efficient criminal justice systems as an essential 
element of development efforts. The resources for the Centre should be strengthened in order for it to 
cope with the increased demand for technical assistance and advisory services. 

14. We also recognize the important role played by institutions and organizations in the Asia and Pacific 
 region, such as the United Nations Asia and Far East Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders (UNAFEI) and the Asia Crime Prevention Foundation (ACPF) in assisting the 
 countries of the region in this field. 

15. We recognize as well the important role of sub-regional organizations in pursuing initiatives focused 
 on their geographic areas and in establishing inter-organizational coordination mechanisms to address 
the problem of transnational crime. 

16. We are convinced of the fact that building up the capacity of governments to effectively cooperate 
 with each other in criminal justice matters, particularly in relation to combating organized crime and
 corruption, is a joint responsibility of developed and developing countries and relevant agencies. 

We therefore call upon countries, the United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank, the 
Asian Development Bank, and other relevant international, regional and national agencies to give 
favourable consideration to technical assistance project proposals submitted to them by the Centre for 
International Crime Prevention on strengthening our national or regional capacities and creating the 
expertise required for the prevention and control of organized transnational crime and corruption. In 
this connection, and given the high priority attached by our Governments to these matters, we appeal 
to prospective donors to give favourable consideration to the further development and implementation 
of action plans contained in the project proposals, including the integration of the activities foreseen 
in such proposals in the national’ development plans of our countries and in the respective country 
programmes of UNDP. 

17. We express our determination to ensure proper follow-up to the pronouncements of this Declaration 
 by undertaking the following: 

 (a) encouraging our Governments to take the necessary measures, in accordance with their countries,  
   respective legal systems, to implement the various provisions of the Declaration; and 
 (b) appealing to Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and 

 relevant institutes, to assist the efforts of the countries of the region in their fight against 
transnational crime.
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2001 ASEAN DECLARATION ON JOINT ACTION TO
COUNTER TERRORISM 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, 5 NOVEMBER 2001

We, the Heads of State/Government of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) gathered in 
Bandar Seri Begawan for the Seventh ASEAN Summit, 

Recalling the agreement among Heads of State/Government during the Second Informal Summit in 
December 1997 in Kuala Lumpur to take firm and stern measures to combat transnational crime, 

Reaffirming our primary responsibility in ensuring the peaceful and progressive development of our 
respective countries and our region, 

Deeply concerned over the formidable challenge posed by terrorism to regional and international peace 
and stability as well as to economic development, 

Underlining the importance of strengthening regional and international cooperation in meeting the 
challenges confronting us, 

Do hereby, 
Unequivocally condemn in the strongest terms the horrifying terrorist attacks in New York City, 
Washington DC and Pennsylvania on 11 September 2001 and consider such acts as an attack against 
humanity and an assault on all of us; 

Extend our deepest sympathy and condolences to the people and Government of the United States of 
America and the families of the victims from nations all around the world, including those of our 
nationals; 

View acts of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, committed wherever, whenever and by 
whomso ever, as a profound threat to international peace and security which require concerted action to 
protect and defend all peoples and the peace and security of the world; 

Reject any attempt to link terrorism with any religion or race; 

Believe terrorism to be a direct challenge to the attainment of peace, progress and prosperity of ASEAN and 
the realization of ASEAN Vision 2020; 

Commit to counter, prevent and suppress all forms of terrorist acts in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations and other international law, especially taking into account the importance of all relevant 
UN resolutions; 

Ensure that, in observing the above, all cooperative efforts to combat terrorism at the regional level shall 
consider joint practical counter-terrorism measures in line with specific circumstances in the region and in 
each member country; 

Recommit ourselves to pursue effective policies and strategies aimed at enhancing the well-being of our 
people, which will be our national contribution in the fight against terrorism; 
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Note that, towards this end, ASEAN had established a regional framework for fighting transnational crime 
and adopted an ASEAN Plan of Action that outlines a cohesive regional strategy to prevent, control and 
neutralize transnational crime; 

Approve fully the initiatives of the Third ASEAN Ministers Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) 
held in October 2001 to focus on terrorism and deal effectively with the issue at all levels and endorse the 
convening of an Ad Hoc Experts Group Meeting and special sessions of the SOMTC and AMMTC that will 
focus on terrorism; 

Warmly welcome Malaysia’s offer to host the Special AMMTC on issues of terrorism in April 2002.  This 
meeting would represent a significant step by ASEAN to the United Nations’ call to enhance coordination 
of national, sub-regional and international efforts to strengthen a global response to this serious challenge 
and threat to international security; 

In strengthening further ASEAN’s counter-terrorism efforts, we task our Ministers concerned to follow-up 
on the implementation of this declaration to advance ASEAN’s efforts to fight terrorism by undertaking the 
following additional practical measures. 

1. Review and strengthen our national mechanisms to combat terrorism; 
2. Call for the early signing/ratification of or accession to all relevant anti-terrorist conventions including  
 the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism; 
3. Deepen cooperation among our front-line law enforcement agencies in combating terrorism and 
 sharing “best practices”; 
4. Study relevant international conventions on terrorism with the view to integrating them with ASEAN 
 mechanisms on combating international terrorism; 
5. Enhance information/intelligence exchange to facilitate the flow of information, in particular, on 

terrorists and terrorist organizations, their movement and funding, and any other information needed to 
protect lives, property and the security of all modes of travel;  

6. Strengthen existing cooperation and coordination between the AMMTC and other relevant ASEAN 
bodies in countering, preventing and suppressing all forms of terrorist acts. Particular attention would 
be paid to finding ways to combat terrorist organizations, support infrastructure and funding and 
bringing the perpetrators to justice;   

7. Develop regional capacity building programmes to enhance existing capabilities of ASEAN member 
 countries to investigate, detect, monitor and report on terrorist acts;  
8. Discuss and explore practical ideas and initiatives to increase ASEAN’s role in and involvement with 

the international community including extra-regional partners within existing frameworks such as the 
ASEAN + 3, the ASEAN Dialogue Partners and the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), to make the fight 
against terrorism a truly regional and global endeavour;  

9. Strengthen cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels in combating terrorism in a 
comprehensive manner and affirm that at the international level the United Nations should play a major 
role in this regard. 

We, the Leaders of ASEAN, pledge to remain seized with the matter, and call on other regions and countries 
to work with ASEAN in the global struggle against terrorism. 

Adopted this Fifth Day of November 2001 in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam.
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DECLARATION ON TERRORISM BY THE 8TH ASEAN SUMMIT 

PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA, 3 NOVEMBER 2002

1. We, the Heads of State and Government of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, condemn the
heinous terrorist attacks in Bali, Indonesia, and in the Philippine cities of Zamboanga and Quezon.  We 
extend our deepest sympathies to the families of those who died and to those who were injured.  We 
express the solidarity of our countries with Indonesia and the Philippines and ASEAN’s full support for 
their determined pursuit of the terrorist elements responsible for the attacks.  We commend Indonesia 
and the Philippines for their efforts to curtail terrorism within their borders and for their determination 
to step up those efforts.

2. We denounce once again the use of terror, with its  toll on human life and society, in many places around
the world for whatever cause and in the name of whatever religious or ethnic aspiration.  We deplore the 
tendency in some quarters to identify terrorism with particular religions or ethnic groups.

3. We are determined to carry out and build on the specific measures outlined in the ASEAN Declaration 
on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which we adopted in Brunei Darussalam in November 2001. 
We resolve to intensify our efforts, collectively and individually, to prevent, counter and suppress the 
activities of terrorist groups in the region.  The ASEAN countries shall continue with practical 
cooperative measures among ourselves and with the international community.

4. We welcome Thailand’s accession to the Agreement on Information Exchange and Exchange of 
Communication Procedures.  We commend our law-enforcement authorities for the cooperative 
work that has resulted in the arrest of persons plotting to commit acts of terrorism and in otherwise 
preventing such acts.  We direct them to continue to intensify their cooperation in combating terrorism 
and, in particular, in expeditiously carrying out the Work Plan adopted by the Special ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting on Terrorism in Kuala Lumpur in May 2002, raising the level of cooperation, 
coordination and the sharing of information in the fight against terrorism.

5. We look forward to  the following activities:

 • the International Conference on Anti-Terrorism and Tourism Recovery in Manila next week; 
 • the Regional Conference on Combating Money-Laundering and Terrorist Financing in 
  Bali in December 2002; 
 • the Inter-sessional Meeting on Terrorism of the ASEAN Regional Forum in Kota Kinabalu, 
  Sabah, Malaysia, in March 2003; 
 • the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime with ministerial counterparts from 
  China, Japan and the Republic of Korea in Bangkok in October 2003; and 
 • the establishment of the Regional Counter-terrorism Center in November 2002 in Kuala Lumpur.  

6. We call on the international community to avoid indiscriminately advising their citizens to refrain 
from visiting or otherwise dealing with our countries, in the absence of established evidence to 
substantiate rumors of possible terrorist attacks,  as such measures could help achieve the objectives of 
the terrorists.

7. We urge the international community to support ASEAN’s efforts to combat terrorism and restore 
business confidence in the region. We are determined to cooperate actively in mitigating the adverse 
impact of terrorist attacks on ASEAN countries and urge the international community to assist us in 
these efforts.

8. We resolve to ensure the security and harmony of our societies and the safety of our peoples and also  
 of others who are in our countries and in the region.
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ASEAN DECLARATION AGAINST
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

PARTICULARLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN

VIENTIANE, LAO PDR, 29 NOVEMBER 2004

WE, the Heads of States/Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic 
of Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of 
the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, 
members of the Association of the Southeast Asian Nations, hereinafter referred to as ASEAN, 

REAFFIRMING the Ha Noi Declaration of 1998 and the Ha Noi Plan of Action, which, among others, 
committed to intensify individual and collective efforts to address transnational crimes, including the 
trafficking in persons; 

EXPRESSING the urgent need for a comprehensive regional approach to prevent and to combat traffic 
king in persons, particularly women and children; 

ACKNOWLEDGING that social, economic and other factors that cause people to migrate also make them 
vulnerable to trafficking in persons; 

RECOGNIZING that the immorality and inhumanity of this common concern elicits the need to strength 
en legislative, law enforcement and judicial responses to ensure deterrent action is taken against persons 
involved in individual or syndicated activities of trafficking in persons, particularly women and children; 

APPRECIATING that a successful campaign against the scourge of trafficking in persons, particular 
ly women and children, requires continuing dialogue, exchange of information and cooperation among 
ASEAN;

REAFFIRMING ASEAN’s unwavering desire to embrace the spirit behind the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its relevant protocols as it reflects the commitment 
of the Member States of the United Nations to prevent and combat transnational organized crime; 

REAFFIRMING through this Declaration a commitment to human   development and security, and the 
improvement of the quality of life of the peoples of ASEAN; 

HEREBY DECLARE, to the extent permitted by their respective domestic laws and policies, to undertake 
concerted efforts to effectively address an emerging regional problem, namely the trafficking in persons, 
particularly women and children, through the following measures: 

1. To establish a regional focal network to prevent and combat trafficking in persons, particularly women 
 and children, in the ASEAN region; 

2. To adopt measures to protect the integrity of their respective passports, official travel documents, 
 identity and other official travel documents from fraud;

3. To undertake regular exchange of views, information sharing on relevant migratory flows, trends and 
 pattern, strengthening of border controls and monitoring mechanisms, and the enactment of applicable 
 and necessary legislations; 

4. To intensify cooperation among our respective immigration and other laws enforcement authorities;
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5. To distinguish victims of trafficking in persons from the perpetrators, and identify the countries of 
origin and nationalities of such victims and thereafter ensure that such victims are treated humanely 
and provided with such essential medical and other forms of assistance deemed appropriate by the 
respective receiving/recipient country, including prompt repatriation to their respective countries of 
origin; 

5. To undertake actions to respect and safeguard the dignity and human rights of genuine victims of 
 trafficking in persons; 

6. To undertake coercive actions/measures against individual and/or syndicate engaged in trafficking in 
 persons and shall offer one another the widest possible assistance to punish such activities; and 

7. To take measures to strengthen regional and international cooperation to prevent and combat 
 trafficking in persons. 

All Member Countries reaffirm their commitment to accomplish the elements of this Declaration through 
maximum efforts by such appropriate instruments as may be necessary and consistent with their respective 
national laws and policies.

ADOPTED by the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN Member Countries on this Twenty-ninth Day of 
November 2004 in Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic.
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ASEAN PLAN OF ACTION TO COMBAT TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

YANGON, MYANMAR, 23 JUNE 1999

A.     BACKGROUND

(a)  The Mandate for ASEAN Cooperation In Combating Transnational Crime

One of the fundamental principles of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as enshrined in 
the Bangkok Declaration of 8 August 1967 was “strengthening the foundation for a prosperous and peaceful 
community of Southeast Asian Nations.” ASEAN policies, plans, strategies and activities revolve around 
this principle. Transnational crime has the potential of eroding this central belief thereby affecting the 
political, economic and social well being of ASEAN. In recognizing the detrimental effects of transnational 
crime, ASEAN countries have taken concerted efforts to combat such crime since early 1970s.

ASEAN’s initial efforts in combating transnational crime were focused on drug abuse and drug trafficking, 
the prevalent crime then, which affected the growth and vitality of ASEAN. With globalization, 
technological advancement and greater mobility of people and resources across national borders, 
transnational crime has become increasingly pervasive, diversified and organized. The region has to deal 
with many new forms of organized crimes that transcend national borders and political sovereignty such as 
terrorism, new types of drug abuse and trafficking, innovative forms of money laundering activities, arms 
smuggling, trafficking in women and children and piracy.

The resolve of ASEAN’s Leaders in fighting illicit drugs, the prevalent transnational crime then, can be 
traced to the Declaration of ASEAN Concord of 24 February 1976. The ASEAN Leaders, in that landmark 
document, called for the “intensification of cooperation among member states as well as with the relevant 
international bodies in the prevention and eradication of the abuse of narcotics and the illegal trafficking of 
drugs.”

Since then, all the ASEAN Summits have expressed concerns on narcotics abuse and illegal drug traffic 
king in the region. At the Fifth ASEAN Summit in December 1995 in Bangkok, the Leaders decided that 
“ASEAN shall further enhance cooperative efforts against drug abuse and illicit trafficking with special 
emphasis being given to demand reduction programs and information exchange and dissemination, with the 
aim of creating a drug-free ASEAN.” 

With transnational crime expanding in scope and becoming more organized, ASEAN’s Leaders have 
called for a comprehensive and coordinated approach in combating crime at the regional level. At the First 
Informal Summit in November 1996, the ASEAN Leaders called upon the “relevant ASEAN bodies to 
study the possibility of regional cooperation on criminal matters, including extradition.” At the Second 
Informal Summit in December 1997, they “resolved to take firm and stern measures to combat transnational 
crimes such as drug trafficking, trafficking in women and children as well as other transnational crime.” 
The ASEAN Leaders also adopted the ASEAN Vision 2020 at the Second Informal Summit which, among 
others, envisioned tile evolution of agreed rules of behavior and cooperative measures to deal with 
problems that can be met only on a regional scale, including drug trafficking, trafficking in women and 
children and other transnational crimes.

The ASEAN Foreign Ministers have also called for closer cooperation and coordinated actions on tackling 
transnational crime among ASEAN1 countries- At the 29th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM) in Jakarta 
in July 1996, the Foreign Ministers recognized the need to focus attention on such crimes as narcotics 
trafficking, economic crimes, including money laundering, environmental crimes and illegal migration. 
They “share(d) the view that the management of such transnational issues are urgently called for so that 
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they would not affect the long-term viability of ASEAN and its individual member nations.” At the 30th 
AMM in Subang Jaya in July 1997, the Foreign Ministers “stressed the need for sustained cooperation in 
addressing transnational concerns including the fight against terrorism, trafficking of people, illicit drugs 
and arms, piracy and communicable diseases.” The Foreign Ministers, at the 3 1” AMM in Manila in July 
1998 reiterated the need for enhancing regional efforts against transnational crimes, such as illicit drug 
trafficking, terrorism, money laundering, and trafficking in women and children. At the meeting, the 
Ministers also signed the Joint Declaration for a Drug-Free ASEAN to eradicate the production, processing, 
traffic and use of illicit drugs in Southeast Asia by the year 2020.

The ASEAN Finance Ministers echoed the sentiments of the ASEAN Leaders and the ASEAN Foreign 
Ministers on illicit drug trafficking when they signed the ASEAN Agreement on Customs at their inaugural 
meeting on 1 March 1997 in Phuket. The agreement, which apart from enhancing ASEAN cooperation in 
customs activities and expediting the early realization of AFTA, aims to strengthen cooperation in 
combating trafficking in narcotics and psychotropic substances, and will facilitate joint efforts in
anti-smuggling and customs control.

(b)  Other Significant Developments

Recognizing the urgency to tackle transnational crime from the regional dimension, the Philippines hosted 
the inaugural Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers of Interior/Home Affairs on Transnational Crime on 20 
December 1997 in Manila. Apart from presenting an opportunity for the Interior and Home Ministers to 
exchange views on the transnational crime situation in ASEAN, the meeting also reflected on the
detrimental impact of such on the Member Countries and the need for enhanced regional cooperation 
in fighting the crime. The highlight of the meeting was the signing of the ASEAN Declaration on 
Transnational Crime by the Ministers. The document reflected ASEAN’s resolve in dealing with transnational 
crime and its intention to work together with the international community in combating transnational crime. 

The Declaration also established the basic framework for regional cooperation on fighting transnational 
crime. Accordingly, the ASEAN Ministers Meeting on Transnational Crime was to convene once every 
two years to coordinate activities of relevant bodies such as the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug 
Matters (ASOD) and the ASEAN Chiefs of National Police (ASEANAPOL). The Senior Officials Meeting 
Transnational Crime was to meet at least once in a year to assist the Ministers in accomplishing their task. 
The Declaration also outlined the following initiatives for regional cooperation on tackling transnational 
crime:

1. Hold discussions with a view to signing mutual  legal assistance agreements, bilateral  treaties, 
 memorandum of understanding or other arrangements among Member Countries;

2. Consider the establishment of an ASEAN Centre on Combating Transnational Crime (ACTC), which 
 will coordinate regional efforts against transnational crime through intelligence sharing,   
 harmonization   of policies   and   coordination   of operations;

3. Convene a high-level ad-hoc Experts Group within one year to accomplish the following with the 
 assistance of the ASEAN Secretariat:
 a.  ASEAN Plan of Action on Transnational Crime,
 b.  Institutional Framework for ASEAN Cooperation on Transnational Crime; and,
 c. Feasibility study on the establishment of ACTC

4. Encourage Member Countries to consider assigning Police Attaches and/or Police Liaison  Officers  
 in each other’s capital in order to   facilitate cooperation  for tackling transnational crime;
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5. Encourage networking of the relevant national agencies or organizations  in Member Countries 
 dealing with transnational crime to further enhance information exchange and dissemination;
6. Expand the scope of Member Countries’ efforts against transnational crime such as terrorism, illicit 
 drug trafficking, arms smuggling, money laundering, traffic in person and piracy, and to request the 
 ASEAN Secretary General to include these areas in the work programme of the ASEAN Secretariat.
7. Explore ways by which the Member Countries can work closer with relevant agencies and 
 organizations in Dialogue Partner countries, other countries and international organizations, 
 including the United Nations and its specialized agencies, Colombo Plan Bureau, INTERPOL and 
 such other agencies, to combat transnational crime;
8. Cooperate and coordinate more closely with other ASEAN bodies such as the ASEAN Law Ministers 
 and Attorneys-General, the ASEAN Chiefs of National Police, the ASEAN Finance Ministers, the 
 Directors-General of Immigration and the Directors-General of Customs in the investigations,   
 prosecution and rehabilitation of perpetrators of such crimes.

The ASEAN Member Countries also participated in the first Asian Regional Ministerial Meeting on 
Transnational Crime held on 23-25 March 1998 in Manila. The meeting was a follow-up to the Naples 
Political Declaration and Global Plan of Action Against Transnational Crime adopted at the World 
Ministerial Con ference on Organized Transnational Crime held in Italy in November 1994.

The meeting culminated with the adoption of a Manila Declaration on the Prevention and Control of Trans 
national Crime. The declaration reflects the concerns of the participating countries, including ASEAN, on 
the increase and expansion of transnational crimes and outlines the approaches to be undertake, both at the 
national and regional levels, in fighting transnational crime.

B.  OBJECTIVES

(a)     General Objectives

The general objective of the Action Plan is to encourage ASEAN Member Countries to expand their 
efforts in combating transnational crime at the national and bilateral levels to the regional level. As 
espoused in the ASEAN Declaration on Transnational Crime, the overall focus of ASEAN collaboration 
will be to strengthen regional commitment and capacity to combat transnational crimes which include 
terrorism, drug trafficking, arms smuggling, money laundering, trafficking in persons and piracy. This is in 
recognition of the fact that tackling transnational crime requires a concerted regional effort in view of its 
global dimension and pervasive nature. Besides, such efforts will assist in complementing and contributing 
to the national and bilateral efforts undertaken by Member Countries in combating such crime.

(b)    Specific Objectives

The specific objectives of the Plan of Action are to urge the ASEAN Member Countries to:

1. Develop a more cohesive, regional strategy aimed at preventing, controlling and neutralizing 
 transnational crime;

2. Foster regional cooperation at the investigative, prosecutorial, and judicial level as well as the 
 rehabilitation of perpetrators;

3. Enhance coordination among ASEAN bodies dealing with transnational crime;

4. Strengthen regional capacities and capabilities to deal with sophisticated nature of transnational 
 crime; and
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5. Develop sub-regional and regional treaties on cooperation in criminal justice, including mutual legal 
 assistance and extradition.

C.  PROGRAMME OF ACTION/PRIORITIES

In order to achieve the general and specific objectives, ASEAN Member Countries arc encouraged to:

Information Exchange

1. Improve the ASEANAPOL regional database so as to further facilitate sharing and analysis of critical 
 intelligence information, such as wanted and arrested persons, “modus operandi”, syndicates, and 
 maritime offences;

2. Establish a regional repository to compile summaries of national laws of ASEAN Member Countries 
 pertaining to transnational crime;

3. Conduct typology studies to determine trends and “modus operandi” of transnational crime in the 
 ASEAN region;

4. Maximize the use of modern telecommunications technology in facilitating the exchange  of data  on, 
 among others, criminals,  methodologies, arrests,  legal documents, requests for assistance, and 
 ensure its restricted transmission;

5. Identify relevant contact persons in the policy, legal, law enforcement,   and academic institutions of 
 ASEAN Member Countries, and facilitate networking and lateral coordination among persons and 
 agencies with similar functions;
 
Legal Matters

6. Work for the criminalization in ASEAN Member Countries of specific transnational crimes, such as 
 illicit drug trafficking, money laundering, terrorism, piracy, arms smuggling and trafficking in 
 persons;

7. Ensure the harmonization of relevant national policies among ASEAN Member Countries;

8. Develop multilateral or bilateral legal arrangements to facilitate apprehension, investigation,  
 prosecution,  and extradition,  exchange of witnesses, sharing of evidence, inquiry, seizure and 
 forfeiture of the proceeds of the crime in order to enhance mutual legal and administrative assistance 
 among ASEAN Member Countries; 

9. Study the possibility of creating a regional programme on witness protection;

10. Coordinate with the ASEAN Senior Law Officials Meeting on the implementation of the ASEAN 
 Legal Information Network System:

11. Strengthen the mechanisms   for effective protection of the integrity  of travel documents and 
 government control of the ingress/egress of transnational criminal personalities; 
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12. Seek to ratify and support existing international treaties or agreements designed to combat 
 transnational crime.

Law Enforcement Matters

13. Appoint Police Attaché or Police Liaison Officers, whenever feasible,  in the capitals of ASEAN 
 Member Countries; 

14. Develop programmes for joint tactical exercises and simulations;

15. Develop an exchange programme among ASEAN officials in the policy, legal, law enforcement and 
 academic fields;

16. Implement measures to ensure the protection of judges, prosecutors, witnesses, and law enforcement 
 officials and personnel  from retaliation by transnational criminal organizations;

17. Enhance cooperation and coordination in law enforcement, intelligence sharing, and in preventing 
 the illegal trafficking and use of explosives, firearms, and other deadly weapons, as well as nuclear, 
 chemical and biological materials.
 
Training

18. Develop regional   training programmes, and conduct regular conferences to enhance existing 
 capabilities in investigation, intelligence, surveillance, detection and monitoring, and reporting.

19. Exchange “best practices” of relevant institutions in ASEAN Member Countries involved in the 
 combat against transnational crime, including   transfer of technologies.
 

Institutional Capacity-Building

20. Establish the ASEAN Centre for Combating Transnational Crime (ACTC).

21. Rationalize the institutional framework on ASEAN cooperation in transnational crime by making the 
 ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime the highest policy-making body, with a 
 supervisory role and consultative relations with relevant ASEAN institutions involved in the combat 
 against transnational crime;

22. Promote the efficient networking of relevant national agencies/ organizations in ASEAN Member 
 Countries by creating inter-agency committees/task forces to enhance information exchange and 
 dissemination;

23. Strengthen institutional linkages with the various ASEAN mechanisms involved in combating trans
 national crime particularly the ASEAN Finance   Ministers Meeting, ASEAN Finance Officials 
 Meeting, ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters, ASEAN Directors General of Customs, ASEAN 
 Directors General  for Immigration and ASEAN Chiefs of National Police.
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Extra-Regional Cooperation

24.  Seek technical assistance from ASEAN Dialogue Partners and relevant specialized agencies of the 
 United Nations and other international organizations, particularly with regard to training and 
 acquisition of equipment.

25.   Enhance    information    exchange    with   ASEAN    Dialogue    Partner,    regional organizations, 
 relevant specialized agencies of the United Nations and other international organizations, particularly 
 towards the sharing of critical information on the identities, movements   and activities   of  known    
 transnational   criminal organizations.

26.  Urge ASEAN Dialogue Partners not yet party to existing international treaties against organized 
 transnational .crime, in its various forms, to accede to such agreements.

27.  Promote interest and support in the international community for ASEAN initiatives against 
 transnational crime through the participation of ASEAN Member Countries and the ASEAN 
 Secretariat in relevant international conferences.

D.  INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEFORK FOR ASEAN COOPERATION ON COMBATING TRANS 
 NATIONAL CRIME

To strengthen and coordinate ASEAN collaboration in combating transnational crime and implement 
the Plan of Action, ASEAN Member Countries agree to the establishment of the following framework:

(a)   ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC)

1. The ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime shall be the highest policy making body on 
 ASEAN cooperation in combating transnational crime. It shall also coordinate activities of the 
 relevant bodies such as the ASOD, ASEANAPOL, ASEAN Directors-General of Customs, ASEAN 
 Directors General of immigration and the Heads of Consular Affairs of the Ministries of Foreign 
 Affairs;

2. It shall comprise ministerial level representatives of ASEAN Member Countries responsible for 
 combating transnational crime and meet at least once in two years and informally in between when 
 necessary

3. The Chairmanship of the AMMTC shall be rotated in alphabetical order among the ASEAN Member 
 Countries:

4. The AMMTC shall approve the reports of the Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime 
 (SOMTC), and the reports of ASOD, ASEANAPOL, ASEAN Directors-General of Customs, 
 and ASEAN Directors-General of Immigration on matters pertaining to transnational crime and the 
 Heads of Consular Affairs of the ministries of Foreign Affairs; and

5. The AMMTC shall report to the ASEAN Summit through the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM).

(b)   Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC)

1. The Meeting of ASEAN Senior Officials on Transnational Crime shall be convened at least once a 
 year and before the AMMTC, with the chairmanship of the SOMTC coinciding with the 
 chairmanship of the AMMTC;
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2. It shall implement policies and plans adopted by the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on transnational 
 Crime (AMMTC);

3. It shall develop five-year work programmes to implement the ASEAN Plan of Action on 
 Transnational Crime;

4. It shall convene, as and when appropriate, ad-hoc working groups or task forces comprising experts 
 to assist the SOMTC in carrying out its functions;

5. It shall promote cooperation and coordination with other ASEAN bodies dealing with transnational 
 crime such as the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters (ASOD),  the ASEAN Chiefs  of 
 National  Police (ASEANAPOL), the ASEAN Directors-General of Customs and the ASEAN 
 Directors-General of Immigration and the Heads of Consular Affairs of the Ministries of Foreign 
 Affairs;

6. It shall seek measures to promote cooperation with international agencies dealing with transnational 
 crime, including those of the ASEAN Dialogue Partners; and,

7. It shall designate a national focal point/agency  who is able to coordinate cooperation on 
 transnational crime at the regional level as well as nationally

(c)   ASEAN Secretariat

1. It shall assist the SOMTC in initiating, planning and coordinating activities, strategies, programmes  
 and projects to facilitate regional cooperation in combating transnational crime;

2. It shall assist SOMTC in formulating the Work Programme;

3. It shall assist in exploring ways by which SOMTC can work closer with relevant agencies and 
 organizations in Dialogue Partner Countries, other countries and international  organizations, 
 including the LJN and its specialized agencies, Colombo Plan Bureau, Interpol and such agencies, to 
 combat transnational crime;  And

4. It shall assist in mobilizing resources and seeking technical assistance from international agencies 
 and ASEAN’s Dialogue Partners.

E.     FUNDING STRATEGIES

To implement priority projects under the ASEAN Plan of Action to Combat Transnational Crime, the 
SOMTC with the assistance of the ASEAN Secretariat shall:

1. Secure funding support for ASEAN programmes and projects to be implemented on a cost-sharing    
 basis;and

2. Develop resource mobilization plans in order to obtain funding from the ASEAN Dialogue Partners,  
 international funding agencies and other sources. H.R.H. Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, the Chairman of  
 the ASEAN Regional Forum, on behalf of the participating states and organization, issues the 
 following statement:
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ASEAN-AUSTRALIA JOINT DECLARATION FOR COOPERATION TO 
COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

JAKARTA, INDONESIA, 1 JULY 2004

The Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Member Countries 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the Government of Australia (hereinafter 
referred to collectively as “the participants”); 

Mindful of the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which, inter alia, under 
takes to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels in combating terrorism in a 
comprehensive manner; 

Reaffirming their determination to prevent, suppress and eliminate international terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and international law and having 
regard to all relevant United Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism and affirming 
that the United Nations should play a major role in combating terrorism; 

Recognizing the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and non-interference in the internal 
affairs of other States;

Rejecting any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race or nationality;

Welcoming the resolutions adopted by the 23rd ASEANAPOL Conference held in Manila to strengthen the 
campaign against terrorism by working for the criminalization of terrorism and to build capacity to combat 
terrorism;   

Noting the resolve of the Co-Chair’s Statement from the 2004 Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on 
Counter-Terrorism to enhance regional cooperation on counter-terrorism; 

Supporting the ASEAN Regional Forum’s (ARF) continuing commitment to strengthen regional 
cooperation in the fight against terrorism; 

Noting also the strong re-affirmation of commitment to enhancing regional counter-terrorism cooperation 
contained in the 2003 APEC Economic Leaders’ statement;

Realising that terrorism constitutes a serious threat to ASEAN and Australia’s peace, security and economic 
prosperity, and contravenes the laws, religious beliefs and fundamental values of all countries concerned;

Recognising that the trans-national nature of terrorism calls for a comprehensive approach that embraces 
action on many fronts; 

Encouraged by the strong co-operation between the Member Countries of ASEAN and Australia on 
security, intelligence and law enforcement matters, and desiring to strengthen and expand this co-operation 
to fight international terrorism through the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime, as a 
leading ASEAN body for combating terrorism, and other mechanisms; 
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Declare as follows:

Objectives: 

1. The participants reaffirm the importance of having a framework for cooperation to prevent, disrupt and 
 combat international terrorism through exchange and flow of information and intelligence, and 
 capacity building.

2. The participants emphasize that the purpose of this cooperation is to enhance the efficacy of those 
 efforts to combat terrorism.

Scope and Areas of Cooperation:

3. The participants stress their commitment to seek to implement the principles laid out in this 
 Declaration, in conformity with their obligations under international law and in accordance with their 
 respective domestic laws and their specific circumstances, in any or all of the following areas:

 i. Enhance cooperation and liaison among their law enforcement and security agencies to strengthen 
  counter-terrorism regimes and engender practical and effective responses to the terrorist threat.

 ii. Continue and improve intelligence and information-sharing, including on terrorist financing, crime 
  related to money laundering, and other counter-terrorism measures including the development of 
  more effective policies and legal, regulatory and administrative counter-terrorism regimes. 

 iii. Strengthen capacity-building efforts through training and education; consultations between 
  officials, analysts and field operators; and seminars, conferences and joint exercises as appropriate.

 iv. Provide assistance on transport security and border and immigration control challenges, including 
  document and identity fraud, to stem effectively the flow of terrorist-related material, money and 
  people.

 v. Implement the measures contained in the ARF’s Statement on Cooperative Counter-Terrorism 
  Action on Border Security, the ARF Statement on Cooperation Against Piracy and Other Threats to 
  Maritime Security, and other relevant ARF Statements where appropriate.

 vi. Implement the measures set out in the Co-Chairs’ Statement on the Bali Regional Ministerial 
  Meeting on Counter-Terrorism, and contribute to follow-up activities including the two officials’ 
  level ad hoc working groups on law enforcement and legal issues among others by exploring best 
  practice on law enforcement and cooperation in the area of legal assistance.   

 vii. Comply with all binding United Nations resolutions and declarations on international terrorism, 
  particularly United Nations Security Council Resolutions 1267, 1269, 1373, 1390, 1455, 1456, and 
  other United Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism where applicable. 

 viii. Explore on a mutual basis additional areas of cooperation.
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Participation:

4. The participants are encouraged to become parties to all 12 of the United Nations conventions and 
 protocols relating to terrorism.

5. The participants are each called upon to designate an agency to coordinate with law enforcement 
 and  security agencies, authorities dealing with countering terrorist financing and other concerned 
 government agencies, and to act as the central point of contact for the purposes of implementing the 
 Declaration.

Disclosure of Information:

6. The participants expect that no participant would disclose or distribute any confidential 
 information, documents or data received in connection with this Declaration to any third party, at any 
 time, except to the extent agreed in writing by the participant that provided the information.

For ASEAN:

H. E. Dr. N. Hassan Wirajuda 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Republic of Indonesia,
Chairman of the 37th ASEAN Standing 
Committee

For Australia:

The Hon. Alexander Downer, MP
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Australia
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ASEAN-CANADA JOINT DECLARATION FOR COOPERATION 
TO COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA, 28 JULY 2006 

The Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Member Countries of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Government of Canada, (hereinafter referred 
to collectively as “the Participants”);
  
MINDFUL of the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism and Declaration on 
Terrorism by the 8th ASEAN Summit which, inter alia, undertake to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, 
regional and international levels in combating terrorism in a comprehensive manner; 

REALISING that terrorism constitutes a serious crime and is a threat to ASEAN and Canada’s peace, 
security and economic prosperity;  

REAFFIRMING their determination to prevent, suppress and eliminate international terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations (UN), international law, 
including human rights, refugee and humanitarian law, UN Resolutions or Declarations and UN 
Conventions and Protocols related to Counterterrorism, where applicable, and affirming that the UN should 
play a major role in combating terrorism;

RECOGNISING the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and non-intervention in the 
internal affairs of other States;  

REALISING that the complexity and transnational nature of terrorism, and in certain circumstances, 
its linkages with transnational organised crime, call for the comprehensive and concerted approach that 
embraces concrete action on many fronts; 

ACKNOWLEDGING the importance of effective international and regional cooperation to combat and 
prevent international terrorism; 

AWARE of the importance of addressing the root causes of terrorism without acknowledging these as 
justifications for violence;

MINDFUL of ASEAN and Canada’s efforts to enhance vertical and horizontal cooperation and noting the 
importance placed on counter-terrorism collaboration highlighted in the Co-Chairs’ statement of the Second 
ASEAN-Canada Dialogue in Vancouver in 2005;

NOTING that the Co-Chairs’ Statement from the 2004 Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on Counter-
Terrorism resolved to enhance regional cooperation on counter-terrorism;

RECOGNISING work of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) as 
a leading ASEAN body for combating terrorism, the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and other ASEAN 
Mechanisms to strengthen regional and international cooperation in the fight against terrorism; 
 
WELCOMING recent regional cooperation to strengthen dialogue and promote mutual understanding 
within and among countries, cultures, faiths and civilisations;
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NOTING also the strong re-affirmation of commitment to enhancing regional counter-terrorism 
cooperation contained in the 2003, 2004 and 2005 APEC Economic Leaders Statements; 

CONSCIOUS that terrorism, as an international phenomenon, must not be identified with any religion, 
culture, race or nationality; 

ENCOURAGED by the strong cooperation between Member Countries of ASEAN and Canada on matters 
of regional security and law enforcement matters; 

DESIRING to strengthen and expand this cooperation to fight international terrorism through the ARF 
Intersessional Meeting on Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime and recognising the leading role of 
the AMMTC and other ASEAN Mechanisms for combating terrorism.

1.  The Participants acknowledge the United Nations as the primary forum for the development of the 
 global legal framework to combat terrorism, and reaffirm the importance of having a framework for 
 cooperation to prevent, disrupt and combat international terrorism through activities such as the 
 exchange and flow of information, intelligence and capacity building. 

2.  The Participants emphasise that the purpose of this cooperation is to enhance the efficacy of those 
 efforts to combat terrorism. 

Scope and Areas of Cooperation: 

3.  The Participants stress their commitment to seek to implement the principles laid out in this 
 Declaration, in conformity with their obligations under international law, and in accordance with their
 respective domestic laws and their specific circumstances, in any or all of the following activities and 
 to review them at appropriate existing meetings. 

4.  Enhanced cooperation in accordance with this Declaration includes:

 i. Exchange of information on the organisation, activities, methods, arms used, financing and 
  movement of terrorists and counter-terrorism measures, including on the development of more 
  effective policies and legal, regulatory and administrative counter-terrorism regimes, in 
  accordance with relevant international and domestic law; 
 ii. Greater cooperation on law enforcement measures, including those aimed at prevention, 
  investigation, apprehension and prosecution of terrorist activities via regional initiatives such as 
  the Law Enforcement Working Group established by the Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on 
  Counter Terrorism and other ASEAN Mechanisms; 
 iii. Strengthened capacity building efforts, including through training and technical assistance, 
  seminars, workshops and the exchange of best practices, as appropriate; 
 iv. Improved border control, customs and immigration and transport security procedures, to ensure 
  the integrity of travel documents, to prevent document and identity fraud, and to stem the flow of 
  terrorist-related material, money and people; 
 v. Enhanced legal cooperation in criminal matters to bring terrorists to justice, including 
  streamlining the procedures for seeking and granting mutual legal assistance and extradition,
  where necessary, via regional initiatives such as the Legal Issues Working Group under the frame
  work of the Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on Counter-Terrorism; 
 vi. Strengthened measures to prevent illegal manufacture, possession or trafficking in weapons, 
  ammunition, explosives and other potentially destructive materials or substances; 
 vii. Wider exchange of information on best practices and on measures and procedures to 
  strengthen counter-terrorism capability and cooperation as well as practical cooperation on 
  measures to suppress the financing of international terrorism; 
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 viii. Comply with all the relevant UN resolutions and declarations on international terrorism, 
  including relevant UN Security Council Resolutions; 
 ix. Cooperate to support development initiatives aimed at enhancing quality of life, rule of law, good  
  governance, and community awareness in order to reduce the conditions that terrorists seek to 
  exploit; 
 x. Implement measures contained in the ARF’s Statement on Cooperative Counter-Terrorism Action 
  on border security, the ARF Statement on Cooperation Against Piracy and other Threats to 
  Maritime Security, the ARF Statement on Transport Security Against International Terrorism and 
  other relevant ARF statements where appropriate; and 
 xi. Joint exploration, as appropriate, of additional areas of cooperation. Mechanisms:

5.  The Participants will take advantage of such opportunities as are considered in the circumstances to 
 be appropriate and necessary to enhance cooperation to combat terrorism, including through 
 diplomatic missions, visits and meetings of Ministers, officials and experts, as well as the judiciary, 
 and conferences, workshops or seminars given available resources.
6.  The Participants will work towards closer and interactive dialogue with civil society, including the 
 academic community, to foster greater understanding and cooperation aimed at eliminating terrorism.
7.  The Participants recognise the ongoing need for consistency of counter terrorism frameworks with 
 fundamental human rights standards and will explore appropriate opportunities to enhance awareness 
 and understanding of this.

Participation:

8.  The Participants are encouraged to become parties to, and effectively implement, all 13 of the United 
 Nations conventions and protocols relating to terrorism.

9.  The Participants are called upon to designate a contact point to coordinate their respective law 
 enforcement and security agencies, authorities dealing with countering terrorist financing and other 
 relevant agencies for the purposes of implementing the declaration.

Disclosure of Information:

10. The Participants will not disclose or distribute any confidential information, documents or data 
 received in connection with this declaration to any third party, at any time, except to the extent agreed 
 in writing by the Participant that provided the information.

Done at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, this Twenty-Eighth Day of July in the Year Two Thousand and Six, in 
three original copies, two in the English Language and one in the French Language.

For ASEAN:

DATO’ SERI SYED HAMID ALBAR
Minister of Foreign Affairs Malaysia
Chairman of the 39th ASEAN 
Standing Committee

For Canada:

PETER GORDON MACKAY
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Canada
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JOINT DECLARATION OF ASEAN AND CHINA ON COOPERATION IN 
THE FIELD OF NON-TRADITIONAL SECURITY ISSUES

PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA, 4 NOVEMBER 2002

We the Heads of State/Government of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of In 
donesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Phil 
ippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and 
the People’s Republic of China, gathered in Phnom Penh, Cambodia for the Sixth ASEAN-China Summit,

Recalling the Joint Statement of the Meeting of the Heads of State/Government of the Member States of 
ASEAN and of the People’s Republic of China in 1997 which contains the commitment to strengthening 
dialogue and cooperation in all fields with the aim to enhance mutual understanding, expand mutual benefit 
and consolidate and substantiate the partnership of good neighbourliness and mutual trust;

Deeply concerned over the increasingly serious nature of non-traditional security issues such as traffick 
ing in illegal drugs, people-smuggling including trafficking in women and children, sea piracy, terrorism, 
arms-smuggling, money-laundering, international economic crime and cyber crime, which have become 
important factors of uncertainty affecting regional and international security and are posing new challenges 
to regional and international peace and stability;

Recognizing the complexity and deep-rooted background of the non-traditional security issues and the 
need to address them with an integrated approach that combines political, economic, diplomatic, legal, 
scientific and technological and other means;

Believing  that regional and international cooperation needs to be strengthened to address non-traditional 
security issues and that ASEAN and China are close neighbours and share extensive common interests in 
coping with these issues;

Noting with satisfaction the cooperation conducted between ASEAN and China and results achieved in the 
non-traditional security security field, including the Plan of ASEAN and China Cooperative Operations in 
Response to Dangerous Drugs in 2000, the four-nation ministerial conference on drug control cooperation 
held by China, Laos, Myanmar and Thailand in 2001 and the resultant Beijing Declaration and the bilateral 
cooperation between ASEAN member states and China;

Welcoming the Statement of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) in 1997, 
the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism adopted by ASEAN Leaders, the 
Joint Communiqué of Special ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Terrorism, the Agreement on Information 
Exchange and Establishment of Communication Procedures by Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia and the 
Philippines in 2002;

Confirming that cooperation should be conducted on the basis of observing the Five Principles of Peace 
ful Coexistence and other universally recognized norms of international law, which are embodied in the 
Charter of the United Nations and the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, and respecting 
the legal systems of all countries;

Determined to further strengthen and deepen cooperation in the field of non-traditional security issues, we 
task our Ministers concerned to follow up on the implementation of this Declaration by understanding the 
following:
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I. Objectives

In light of the shared needs of all sides, measures and modalities for cooperation in the field of non-
traditional security issues will be formulated to enhance their capacity in dealing with non-traditional 
security issues, promote their stability and development and safeguard regional peace and security;

II. Priority and Form of Cooperation

1. The priorities at the current stage of cooperation are combating trafficking in illegal drugs, people
 smuggling including trafficking in women and children, sea piracy, terrorism, arms-smuggling, 
 money-laundering, international economic crime and cyber crime;

2.   On the basis of deepening the existing multilateral and bilateral cooperation:
 a) To strengthen information exchange,
 b) To strengthen personnel exchange and training and enhance capacity-building,
 c) To strengthen practical cooperation on non-traditional security issues,
 d) To strengthen joint research on non-traditional security issues, and
 e) To explore other areas and modalities of cooperation.
                   
III. Participation and Organization 

1.  ASEAN and China will use existing mechanisms, as far as possible, such as the ASEAN 
 Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime and Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime  
 to pursue the cooperation. Long-term and mid-term cooperation plans will be formulated based 
 on the purposes and principles of the Joint Declaration to serve as guidance for cooperation;
2.  Ad-hoc working groups will be established for cooperation in relevant fields
 to implement the plans of action through the above-mentioned mechanism 
 supported by the competent authorities in ASEAN member countries and China.

IV. Others

To implement this Joint Declaration, action plans may be formulated in accordance with the purposes and 
principles of the Joint Declaration.

We, the Leaders of ASEAN member countries and the People’s Republic of China, pledge to remain seized 
with the matter and call on other regions and countries to work with us in strengthening the cooperation in 
the field of non-traditional security issues.
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MOU BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS AND THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON 
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF NON-TRADITIONAL ISSUES

BANGKOK, THAILAND, 10 JANUARY 2004

The Governments of the Member Countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
the Government of the People’s Republic of China, (hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”);

DESIRING to strengthen the friendly cooperation among the Parties;

PURSUANT to the Joint Declaration of ASEAN and China on Cooperation in the Field of Non-traditional 
Security Issues adopted on 4th November 2002;

DETERMINED to deepen cooperation in the field of non-traditional security issues among the Parties;
Have agreed as follows:

Article �
Objectives

The Parties shall develop practical strategies in accordance with their national laws and regulations to 
enhance the capacity of each individual country and the region as a whole in dealing with such non-
traditional security issues as trafficking in illegal drugs, people smuggling including trafficking in women 
and children, sea piracy, terrorism, arms smuggling, money laundering, international economic crime and 
cyber crime.

Article � 
Areas of Cooperation

The Parties have identified the following fields of common interest for mid and long-term cooperation:

1. Information Exchange

 a. shall, subject to their respective national laws and policies, exchange The Parties shall establish a
  compilation of their national laws and regulations pertaining to such fields as mentioned in Article 1;
 b. The Parties shall establish a collection of international conventions pertaining to such fields as 
  mentioned in Article 1, to which they are parties, and a collection of bilateral agreements signed   
  among them where appropriate;
 c. The Parties shall, subject to their respective national laws and policies, exchange 
  intelligence on the non-traditional security issues referred to in Article 1; and
 d. The Parties information on special equipment and techniques applied in the prevention and 
  investigation of the non-traditional security issues referred to in Article 1.

2. Personnel Exchange and Training

 a. The Parties shall promote personnel contact and exchange among their law enforcement officers and 
  experts;
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 b. China shall organize workshops to promote exchange of law enforcement experiences among the 
  Parties in combating terrorism, traffickingin illegal drugs, sea piracy and international economic 
  crime;
 c. China shall hold training courses to upgrade the level of capacity of each Party and the region as 
  a whole in drug control, forensic sciences, immigration administration, road traffic control 
  and the investigation of cyber crime. To ensure the quality of the training courses, China shall invite 
  regional and international experts to give lectures; and
 d. The Parties shall promote exchange and cooperation among institutions.

3. Law Enforcement Cooperation

 a. The Parties shall encourage and offer each other the fullest law enforcement cooperation 
  possible  in accordance with their respective national laws and on the basis of mutual respect for 
  sovereignty,equality and mutual benefit; and
 b. The Parties shall promote cooperation in accordance with their national laws in such fields as 
  evidence gathering, tracing of crime proceeds, apprehension and repatrition
   of criminal fugitives and return of crime proceeds; and encourage each other to enter into bilateral 
  legal arrangements therein. 

4. Joint Research

 a. The Parties shall support the joint research by their experts and scholars in the field of non-
  traditional security issues, and share the results of research between them; and
 b. The Parties shall organize experts in relevant fields to provide short-term technical services and to 
  make study tours.

Article � 
Implementation

1. The Parties agree that the implementing agencies for this Memorandum of Understanding are:

 a. The ASEAN Secretariat in coordination with the relevant national agencies of the ASEAN Member 
  Countries; and
 b. The Ministry of Public Security for the People’s Republic of China.

 The implementing agencies of the Parties shall determine through consultation the details, schedule 
 and arrangements for the implementation of the cooperation provided in this Memorandum of 
 Understanding, and shall serve as coordinators for such cooperation.

2. ASEAN welcomes China’s participation in the existing ASEAN cooperation pertaining to the fight 
 against transnational crime, including the ASEAN Action Plan on the Fight against Transnational 
 Crime and its Work Program.

3. The Parties shall hold meetings at working level once every year to exchange information on 
 implementation of this Memorandum of Understanding, to brief each other on the progress of 
 cooperation under various mechanisms, and to discuss the plans for future cooperation.

Article � 
Financial Arrangements

1. Expenses of workshops and training courses organized by China in accordance with this Memorandum 
 of Understanding shall be covered by the Chinese side, including meals, accommodation and local 
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 transportation for the participants sent by ASEAN Member Countries during their stay in China and 
 fees for inviting experts, while the expenses of international travel shall be covered by the sending 
 Countries, except when it is agreed otherwise.

2. Expenses incurred in the implementation of other cooperative activities in accordance with this 
 Memorandum of Understanding shall be covered by the Parties through consultation.

3. The activities mentioned in this Memorandum of Understanding shall be conducted subject to the 
 availability of funds and personnel of the Parties.

Article � 
Confidentiality

1. Information, document, data, equipment or technology received in accordance with this Memorandum 
 of Understanding shall not be disclosed or distributed to any third party except to the extent as 
 authorized in written form to do so by the country providing it.

2. In the event of termination of this Memorandum of Understanding, the Parties have agreed that the 
 provisions of this Article shall continue to apply.

Article � 
Suspension

Each Party reserves the right for reasons of security, public order or public health to suspend temporarily, 
either in whole or in part the implementation of this Memorandum of Understanding, which suspension 
shall take effect immediately after notification has been given to the other Party through diplomatic 
channels. 

Article �
Revision and Amendment

The Parties may request in writing a revision, amendment or modification of all or any part of this 
Memo randum of Understanding. Any revision, amendment or modification shall be mutually agreed upon 
in written form by the Parties and shall form part of this Memorandum of Understanding. Such revision, 
amendment or modification shall come into force on such date as may be determined by the Parties.

Article �
Settlement of Dispute

Any dispute or differences arising out of the interpretation/ implementation/ application of the provisions 
of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be settled amicably through consultation/ negotiation between 
the Parties without reference to any third party.
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Article �
Entry Into Force, Duration and Termination

1. This Memorandum of Understanding shall come into effect on the date of its signing and shall remain 
 in  force for a period of 5 years. Thereafter, it may be extended for additional periods subject to 
 availability of funds and agreements of the Parties expressed by way of exchange of letters.

2. Each Party may give written notice to the other of its desire to terminate this Memorandum of 
 Understanding, of which termination shall be effective thirty (30) days after written notification has been 
 given to the other Party. The termination of this Memorandum of Understanding shall not affect the 
 implementation of ongoing activities/programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, duly authorized by the respective Governments of the ASEAN 
Member Countries and the People’s Republic of China, have signed this Memorandum of Understanding.

This Memorandum of Understanding is signed in Bangkok, Thailand, on the 10th day of January of the year 
Two Thousand and Four in two original copies in the English language.

For ASEAN:

ONG KENG YONG
Secretary-General of ASEAN

For the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China:

TIAN QIYU
Executive Vice-Minister
Minister of Public Security
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JOINT DECLARATION ON COOPERATION TO COMBAT TERRORISM 
14TH ASEAN-EU MINISTERIAL MEETING

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM, 27 JANUARY 2003

1. We the Foreign Ministers of the European Union (EU) and the Association of South East Asian 
 Nations (ASEAN), at our meeting in Brussels 27-28 January 2003, reaffirm our commitment to 
 combat terrorism, which constitutes a profound threat to stability, peace and security in our regions 
 and beyond. 

2. We stress the leading role of the UN in the fight against terrorism and reaffirm our strong commitment
 to the universal implementation of all the UN anti-terrorism resolutions and conventions and 
 remaifully committed to supporting the work of the UN Counter Terrorism Committee and other pertinent 
 UN bodies. We acknowledge that the fight against terrorism must be conducted in accordance with 
 international obligations, the UN Charter and general norms of international law, including respect for
 human rights and humanitarian law. 

3. We reject any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race or nationality, and stress that in the  
 aftermath of the attacks of 11 September 2001 and in other parts of the world, the need to strengthen 
 dialogue and promote mutual understanding between cultures and civilizations is greater than ever 
 before. 

4. We acknowledge that terrorism, including its links with trans-national organised crime, such as money  
 laundering, arms-trafficking and the production of and trafficking in illicit drugs, as well as illegal 
 movements of nuclear, chemical, biological and other potentially deadly materials, forms part of a 
 complex set of new security challenges, which have to be addressed urgently in all aspects and in all 
 fora, including the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF). 

5. The trans-boundary character of terrorism calls for an international response. The fight against 
 terrorism requires a comprehensive approach by the international community comprising political, 
 economic, diplomatic, military, and legal means in accordance with our respective domestic laws, 
 duly taking into account root causes of terrorism without acknowledging these as justifications for 
 terrorist and/or criminal activities. We are determined to develop further EU-ASEAN regional 
 cooperation. Furthermore, we note the progress made towards implementation of the series of 
 activities agreed in the ASEM Copenhagen Co-operation Programme on Fighting Terrorism of 
 September 2002 and agree to take further urgent steps in this process, with a view to the full 
 implementation of these measures. 

6. We are determined to enhance our co-operation to fight terrorism, most notably in the following areas: 

 • Universal implementation of all existing United Nations Security Council Resolutions 
  related to terrorism, in particular resolution 1373 (2001), 1377 (2001) and 1390 (2002); 
 • Universal implementation of all existing United Nations Conventions and Protocols against 
  terrorism and encouraging the States to comply with them and to take effective measures to 
  prevent and combat terrorism, and in particular to prevent and combat the financing of terrorism. 
 • Early conclusion and adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism 
  and the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism. 
 • Early entry into force of the United Nations Convention against Trans-national Organise Crime 
   and its protocols. 
 • Exchange of information on measures in the fight against terrorism, including on the development 
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  of more effective policies and legal, regulatory and administrative frameworks for the fight against  
  terrorism. 
 • Strengthening links between Law Enforcement agencies of EU and ASEAN member states, as 
  well as with EUROPOL and ASEANAPOL, to promote practical co-operation on counter 
  terrorism and organised crime. 
 • Co-operation to build capacity to assist ASEAN members to implement UNSCR 1373, and to 
  address the impact of terrorist activities. 

7. In this regard, we welcome the recent establishment of the South-East Asia Regional Centre for 
 Counter Terrorism in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

8. We agree that our progress in this field will be assessed at the next EU-ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
 on the basis of a joint report.
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ASEAN-INDIA JOINT DECLARATION FOR COOPERATION TO COMBAT 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

BALI, INDONESIA, 8 OCTOBER 2003 

The Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Member Countries 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the Republic of India, hereinafter referred to 
collectively as “the participants”;

MINDFUL of the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which, inter alia, 
undertakes to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels in combating terrorism in 
a comprehensive manner and affirms that at the international level the United Nations should play a major 
role in this regard;

REAFFIRMING their commitment to counter, prevent and suppress all forms of terrorist acts in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, international law and all the relevant United Nations 
resolutions or declarations on international terrorism, in particular the principles outlined in United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions 1373, 1267 and 1390;

VIEWING acts of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, committed wherever, whenever and by 
whomsoever, as a profound threat to international peace and security, which require concerted action to 
protect and defend all peoples and the peace and security of the world;

REJECTING any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race or nationality;
 
RECOGNISING the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and non-intervention  in the 
domestic affairs of other States;

ACKNOWLEDGING the value of cooperation on security, intelligence and law enforcement matters, 
and desiring to entering into such a cooperation to combat international terrorism through the ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime, as a leading ASEAN body for combating terrorism, and other 
mechanisms;

RECOGNISING the transnational nature of terrorist activities and the need to strengthen international 
cooperation at all levels in combating terrorism in a comprehensive manner; 

DESIRING to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation between the relevant agencies of the participants’ 
governments;

Solemnly declare as follows:

Objectives:

1. The participants reaffirm the importance of having a framework for cooperation to prevent, disrupt 
 and combat international terrorism through the exchange and flow of information, intelligence and 
 capacity-building.

2. The participants emphasize that the purpose of this cooperation is to enhance the efficacy of those 
 efforts to combat terrorism.
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Scope and Areas of Cooperation:

3. The participants stress their commitment to seek to implement the principles laid out in this 
 Declaration, in accordance with their respective domestic laws and their specific circumstances, in any 
 or all of the following activities:
 i. Continue and improve intelligence and terrorist financing information sharing on counter-
  terrorism measures, including the development of more effective counter-terrorism policies and 
  legal, regulatory and administrative counter-terrorism regimes.
 ii. Enhance liaison relationships amongst their law enforcement agencies to engender practical 
  counter-terrorism regimes.
 iii. Strengthen capacity-building efforts through training and education; consultations between 
  officials, analysts and field operators; and seminars, conferences and joint operations as 
  appropriate.
 iv. Provide assistance on transportation, border and immigration control challenges, including 
  document and identity fraud to stem effectively the flow of terrorist-related material, money and 
  people.
 v. Comply with United Nations Security Council Resolutions 1373, 1267, 1390 and other United 
  Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism.
 vi. Explore on a mutual basis additional areas of cooperation.

Participation:
 
4. Participants are called upon to become parties to all 12 of the United Nations conventions and 
 protocols relating to terrorism.

5. The participants are each called upon to designate an agency to coordinate with law enforcement 
 agencies, authorities dealing with countering terrorism financing and other concerned government 
 agencies, and to act as the central point of contact for the purposes of implementing this Declaration.

Disclosure of Information:

6. The participants expect that no participant would disclose or distribute any confidential information, 
 documents or data received in connection with this Declaration to any third party, at any time, except 
 to the extent agreed in writing by the participant that provided the information.

Implementation:

7. All the participants are urged to promote and implement in good faith and effectively the provisions of 
 the present Declaration in all its aspects.
 
ADOPTED by the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN Member States and the Republic of India on this 
Eighth Day of October 2003 in Bali, Indonesia.
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ASEAN-JAPAN JOINT DECLARATION FOR COOPERATION TO COMBAT 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

VIENTIANE, LAO PDR, 30 NOVEMBER 2004 

The Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, member countries 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Japan (hereinafter referred to collectively as 
“the participants”); 

MINDFUL of the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which, inter alia, 
undertakes to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels in combating terrorism in 
a comprehensive manner and affirms that at the international level the United Nations should play a major 
role in this regard;

REAFFIRMING their determination to prevent, suppress and eliminate all forms of international 
terrorism in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, international law and all the relevant 
United Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism, and reaffirming that the United 
Nations should play a major role in combating terrorism; 

REAFFIRMING their unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, wherever and by whoever committed, as criminal and unjustifiable;

RECOGNISING that the threat of terrorism remains a global security concern and determined to address 
the threat posed by terrorists to the peace, security, stability and prosperity in the region; 

REJECTING any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race or nationality; 

RECALLING the Tokyo Declaration for the Dynamic and Enduring ASEAN-Japan Partnership in the 
New Millennium signed on 12 December 2003 in Tokyo, in which the parties reaffirmed the spirit of 
cooperation in the fight against terrorism and the shared recognition of the importance of counter terrorism 
cooperation;

SHARING the view that successfully eliminating terrorism requires a comprehensive approach that in 
cludes addressing its underlying causes; 

ACKNOWLEDGING the remarkable achievements made by the ASEAN member countries in the fight 
against terrorism and welcoming the enhanced counter-terrorism measures taken by the ASEAN member 
countries in preventing the recurrence of terrorist attacks; 

RECOGNISING the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and non-intervention in the do 
mestic affairs of other states; and 

ENCOURAGED by the strong cooperation between the Member Countries of ASEAN and Japan on 
security, intelligence and law enforcement matters, and desiring to strengthen and expand this cooperation 
to fight international terrorism through the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime 
(AMMTC), as the leading ASEAN body for combating terrorism, and other mechanisms;



Asean documents on combating  transnational crime and terrorism ��Asean documents on combating  transnational crime and terrorism

Solemnly declare as follows:

Objectives:

1. ASEAN and Japan reaffirm the importance of having a framework for cooperation to prevent, disrupt 
 and combat international terrorism through information exchange, intelligence sharing and capacity-
 building. 

2. The participants emphasise that the purpose of this cooperation is to enhance the efficacy of those 
 efforts to combat terrorism.

Scope and Areas of Cooperation:

3. The participants stress their commitment to implement the principles laid out in this Declaration, in 
 accordance with their respective domestic laws and their specific circumstances, in any or all of the 
 following activities and to review them at an appropriate existing meeting; 

 i) Strengthen exchange of information and law enforcement cooperation on the activities of terrorists 
  and terrorist organisations; including through extradition and mutual assistance in criminal matters 
  to bring terrorists to justice; 

 ii) Ensure the early conclusion and implementation of all relevant counter-terrorism conventions and 
  protocols and the full compliance of all the relevant United Nations Resolutions on international 
  terrorism, including Security Council Resolutions 1267, 1269, 1373,1390, 1455, 1456 and 1540 in  
  accordance with article 25 of the United Nations Charter; 

 iii) Strengthen necessary measures to counter and prevent the financing of terrorists and terrorist 
  organisations and the use of alternative means of remittance such as illegal money transfer;

 iv) Implement appropriate measures so that terrorists will not use charitable organisations and groups 
  to cover their activities;

 v) Strengthen immigration controls to prevent the movement of terrorist and provide assistance to 
  address border and immigration control challenges; 

 vi) Develop cooperation to enhance national transport security, including aviation security, maritime 
  security and container security as agreed in the framework of ARF, ASEAN+3 and the ASEAN 
  and Japan Transport Ministers Meeting; 

 vii) Strengthen capacity-building efforts through training and education; consultations between 
  officials, analysts and field operators; dispatch of experts, seminars, and conferences, and joint 
  projects as appropriate;
  
 viii) Continue to develop cooperative projects with the Southeast Asia Regional Centre for Counter
  Terrorism (SEARCCT) in Malaysia and explore cooperation with the International Law 
  Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Thailand and the Jakarta Centre for Law Enforcement 
  Cooperation (JCLEC) in Indonesia; 

 ix) Develop multilateral cooperation on fighting against terrorism in the international fora; 
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 x) Develop detailed cooperative measures in the areas identified above; and 

 xi) Continue to support development projects that aim at reducing poverty and socio-economic 
  disparity and injustices, as well as promoting the elevation of standard of living, in particular of 
  underprivileged groups and people in underdeveloped areas;  

Participation:

4. The ASEAN member countries are called upon to become as a matter of urgency parties to all 12 
 United Nations conventions and protocols relating to terrorism. 

5. The participants are called upon to designate their respective agency to coordinate with law 
 enforcement agencies, authorities dealing with countering terrorist financing and other concerned 
 government agencies, and to act as the National Focal Point for the purposes of implementing this 
 Declaration. 

Disclosure of Information:

6. The participants expect that no confidential information, documents or data received in connection 
 with this Declaration shall be disclosed or distributed to any third party, at any time, except to the 
 extent agreed in writing by the participant that provided the information.

Implementation:

7. All the participants are urged to promote and implement in good faith and effectively the provisions of
 the present Declaration in all its aspects.

ADOPTED by the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN Member Countries and Japan on this Thirtieth 
Day of November 2004 in Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic
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ASEAN-REPUBLIC OF KOREA JOINT DECLARATION FOR 
COOPERATION TO COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 

VIENTIANE, LAO PDR, 27 JULY 2005 

The Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Member Countries of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Republic of Korea (hereinafter referred to 
collectively as “the Participants”);

MINDFUL of the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which, inter alia, 
undertakes to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels to prevent, disrupt, and 
combat terrorism in a comprehensive manner;  

REAFFIRMING their determination to prevent, suppress and eliminate international terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations (UN), international law 
and all the relevant UN resolutions or declarations on international terrorism, and reaffirming that the UN 
should play a major role in combating terrorism;  

REAFFIRMING the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and non-interference in the 
domestic affairs of other States;  

REJECTING any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race or nationality;  

RECOGNISING that successfully eliminating terrorism requires a comprehensive approach that includes 
addressing its root causes;

REAFFIRMING their unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, wherever and by whomsoever committed, as criminal and unjustifiable;  

RECOGNISING that the threat of terrorism remains a global security concern and determined to address 
the threat posed by terrorists to peace, security, stability and prosperity in the region;

RECALLING the Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Cooperation Partnership between the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations and the Republic of Korea signed on 30 November 2004 in Vientiane, Lao 
PDR, in which the parties reaffirmed the spirit of cooperation in the fight against terrorism and the shared 
recognition of the importance of counter terrorism cooperation;

ACKNOWLEDGING the efforts and remarkable achievements made by the ASEAN Member Countries 
and the Republic of Korea in the fight against terrorism and welcoming the enhanced counter-terrorism 
measures taken by the Participants in preventing the recurrence of terrorist attacks;  

DESIRING to strengthen and expand cooperation to fight international terrorism through the ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC), being the leading body for combating terrorism in 
ASEAN, the AMMTC+3 process, and other mechanisms as appropriate; 
 
ENCOURAGED by the strong cooperation between the Member Countries of ASEAN and the Republic 
of Korea on security, intelligence and law enforcement matters, and desiring to strengthen and expand this 
cooperation to fight international terrorism through the AMMTC and other mechanisms;   
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SOLEMNLY DECLARE AS FOLLOWS:

Objectives:

1. This Declaration defines an effective framework for cooperation to prevent, disrupt and combat 
 international terrorism through the exchange and flow of information, intelligence, and technical 
 assistance in the area of law enforcement, capacity building and sharing of best practices as well as to 
 enhance the effectiveness of efforts to combat terrorism.

2. The Participants emphasize that the purpose of this cooperation is to enhance the efficacy of those 
 efforts to combat terrorism.  

Scope and Areas of Cooperation:

3. The Participants stress their commitment to abide by the principles laid out in this Joint Declaration, in 
 accordance with their respective domestic laws and their specific circumstances, in any or all of the 
 following activities, and to review them at an appropriate time through existing ASEAN-ROK 
 mechanisms:
 i. Strengthen exchange of information and law enforcement cooperation on the activities of terrorists 
  and terrorist organizations, especially through extradition and mutual legal assistance in criminal 
  matters to bring terrorists to justice;  
 ii. Ensure the early conclusion and implementation of all relevant international counter-terrorism 
  conventions and protocols and the full compliance of all the relevant UN resolutions on 
  international terrorism, including UN Security Council Resolutions 1267, 1269, 1373, 1390, 1455, 
  1456, 1540, and 1566;   
 iii. Strengthen necessary measures to counter and prevent the financing of terrorists and terrorist 
  organizations and the use of alternative means of remittance such as illegal money transfer;
 iv. Strengthen cooperation in immigration controls to prevent the movement of terrorists and provide
  assistance to address border management and immigration control challenges, including document 
  and identity fraud, and to effectively stem the flow of terrorist-related material, money and people;  
 v. Develop cooperation to enhance national transport security, including aviation, container and 
  maritime security, as agreed in the framework of the ASEAN Regional Forum and ASEAN+3 
  process;  
 vi. Strengthen capacity-building efforts through training and education, consultations between 
  officials, analysts and field operators, convening of seminars/conferences and joint projects as 
  appropriate;  
 vii. Develop cooperative projects with the Southeast Asia Regional Centre for Counter-Terrorism 
  (SEARCCT) in Malaysia, the International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Thailand and 
  the Jakarta Centre for Law Enforcement Cooperation (JCLEC) in Indonesia;
 viii. Develop cooperation programmes and projects in the areas identified above; and  
 ix. Continue to support development projects that aim at reducing poverty and socio-economic 
  disparity and injustices, as well as promoting the elevation of standard of living, in particular of 
  underprivileged groups and people in underdeveloped areas.

4. The Participants, who have not done so, are encouraged to become parties to all the 13 United Nations 
 conventions and protocols relating to counter-terrorism as soon as possible.

5. The participants are encouraged to promote cooperation in the areas identified above through existing 
 ASEAN-ROK mechanisms.

6. Each Participant is called upon to designate a contact point for the purposes of implementing this Joint 
 Declaration.  
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Disclosure of Information:

7. The Participants expect that confidential information, documents or data received in connection with 
 this  Joint Declaration shall not be disclosed or distributed to any third party, at any time, except to the 
 extent agreed in writing by the Participant that provided the information and the requesting Participant.  

Implementation:

8. All the Participants are urged to promote and implement, effectively and in good faith, the provisions 
 of  this Joint Declaration in all its aspects.  
 DONE in Vientiane, Lao PDR, on the Twenty-Seventh of July in the Year Two Thousand and Five, in 
 two original copies in the English Language.           

For ASEAN:

H.E. SOMSAVAT LENGSAVAD
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Chairman of the 38th ASEAN 
Standing Committee

For the Republic of Korea:

H.E BAN KI-MOON
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade 
Republic of Korea
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ASEAN-NEW ZEALAND JOINT DECLARATION FOR COOPERATION TO 
COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

 
VIENTIANE, LAO PDR, 29 JULY 2005 

The Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, who are the Member 
Countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Government of New Zealand, 
(hereinafter referred to collectively as “the Participants”);

MINDFUL of recent ASEAN declarations on terrorism, which, inter alia, undertake to strengthen 
cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels in combating terrorism in a comprehensive 
manner;

UNDERSTANDING the serious danger that international terrorism and terrorist networks pose to global 
and regional peace, security and prosperity and to the safety of their citizens, and which require concerted 
action to protect and defend all peoples;  

REAFFIRMING their determination to prevent, suppress and eliminate international terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, international law and all 
relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions; 

CONFIRMING that the United Nations should play a major role in combating terrorism;

RECOGNISING the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and non-intervention in the 
internal affairs of other States; 

ACKNOWLEDGING the importance of effective international and regional cooperation to combat and 
prevent international terrorism;

REALISING that the complexity and transnational nature of terrorism, and its linkages with transnational 
organized crimes, call for a comprehensive and concerted approach that embraces concrete action on many 
fronts; 

AWARE of the importance of addressing the root causes of terrorism, without acknowledging these as 
justifications for violence and welcoming recent regional cooperation to strengthen dialogue and promote 
mutual understanding within and among countries, cultures and civilizations;

NOTING that the Co-Chairs’ Statement from the 2004 Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on Counter-
Terrorism resolved to enhance regional cooperation on counter-terrorism;

SUPPORTING the continuing commitment of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) to strengthen regional 
and international cooperation in the fight against terrorism;

NOTING also the strong affirmation in the 2003 and 2004 APEC Economic Leaders’ Statement of the 
importance of regional counter-terrorism cooperation;

CONSCIOUS that terrorism, as an international phenomenon must not be identified with any religion, 
race, or nationality;
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ENCOURAGED by the cooperation between the Member Countries of ASEAN and New Zealand that 
already exists on regional security and law enforcement matters; 

DESIRING to strengthen and expand this cooperation to fight international terrorism through the ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime as a leading ASEAN body for combating terrorism and other 
mechanisms;

Declare as follows:

Objective:

1. The Participants reaffirm the importance of having a framework for cooperation to prevent, disrupt and
 combat international terrorism through the exchange of information, intelligence and capacity building.  
 Scope and Areas of Cooperation:

2. The Participants stress their commitment to seek to implement the principles laid out in this 
 declaration, in conformity with their obligations under international law and in accordance with their 
 respective domestic laws and their specific circumstances, in any or all of the following areas and to 
 review them at an appropriate time.  

3. Enhanced cooperation in accordance with this Declaration includes:
 i. Exchange of information on the organization, activities, and financing of terrorists and counter 
  terrorism measures including on the development of more effective policies and legal, regulatory 
  and administrative counter terrorism regimes, in accordance with relevant United Nations Security 
  Council Resolutions, and having regard to other declarations on international terrorism where 
  applicable;  

 ii. Greater cooperation on law enforcement measures, including those aimed at prevention and 
  investigation of terrorist activities;  

 iii. Enhanced capacity-building, including through training and education; consultations between 
  officials and analysts; seminars and conferences; and related contingency responses, as 
  appropriate; 

 iv. Improved border-control, customs, and immigration and transport security procedures, to ensure 
  the integrity of travel documents, to prevent identity fraud, and to stem the flow of terrorist-related 
  material, money and people; 

 v. Enhanced legal cooperation in criminal matters to bring terrorists to justice, including streamlining 
  the procedures for seeking and granting mutual legal assistance and extradition, via regional 
  initiatives such as the Legal Experts Working Group established by the Bali Regional Ministerial
  Meeting on Counter-Terrorism;

 vi. Strengthened measures to prevent illegal manufacture, possession or trafficking of weapons, 
  ammunition, explosives and other destructive materials or substances; 

 vii. Wider exchange of information on best practices and on measures and procedures to strengthen 
  counter-terrorism capability and cooperation as well as practical cooperation on measures to 
  suppress the financing of international terrorism and combat money-laundering; 
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 viii. Identifying and addressing the root causes of terrorism and transnational crimes; and 

 ix. Continuing to support development projects aimed at eradicating poverty and socio-economic 
  disparity and injustices as well as promoting the elevation of standard of living, in particular under
  privileged groups and people and underdeveloped areas. 
 
Mechanisms:

4. The Participants will take advantage of all appropriate opportunities, including visits and meetings of 
 Ministers, officials and experts, as well as the judiciary, and of conferences, workshops or seminars, to 
 pursue enhanced cooperation on counter-terrorism.  

5. The Participants will work towards closer and interactive dialogue with civil society, including 
 academia, to foster greater understanding and cooperation aimed at eliminating terrorism.  

6. The Participants recognize the ongoing need for consistency between counter-terrorism frameworks 
 and  fundamental human rights standards and may explore appropriate opportunities to enhance 
 awareness and understanding of this.

Participation:

7. The Participants are encouraged to become parties to all 13 of the United Nations conventions and 
 protocols relating to terrorism.

8. The Participants are called upon to designate a contact point to coordinate their respective law 
 enforcement and security agencies, authorities dealing with countering terrorist financing and other 
 relevant government agencies for the purposes of implementing the Declaration.   

Disclosure of Information:

9. The Participants would not disclose or distribute any confidential information, documents or data 
 received in connection with this declaration to any third party, at any time, except to the extent agreed 
 in  writing by the Participant that provided the information.  

Done at Vientiane, Lao PDR, this Twenty-Ninth Day of July in the Year Two Thousand and Five, in two 
original copies in the English Language.  

For ASEAN:

SOMSAVAT LENGSAVAD
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Chairman of the 38th ASEAN Standing 
Committee

 For New Zealand:

HON. PHIL GOFF
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade
New Zealand



Asean documents on combating  transnational crime and terrorism ��Asean documents on combating  transnational crime and terrorism

ASEAN-PAKISTAN JOINT DECLARATION FOR COOPERATION 
TO COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

VIENTIANE, LAO PDR, 29 JULY 2005

WE, the Foreign Minister of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Member Countries of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Government of Pakistan (hereinafter referred 
to collectively as “the participants”):

MINDFUL of the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which, inter alia, 
undertakes to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels in combating terrorism 
in a comprehensive manner;

REAFFIRMING their determination to prevent, suppress and eliminate international Terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and International law and 
having regard to all relevant United Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism and 
affirming that the United Nations should play a major role in combating terrorism;

RECOGNIZING the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other States;

REJECTING any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race or nationality;

SUPPORTING the ASEAN Regional Forum’s (ARF) continuing commitment to strengthen regional 
cooperation in the fight against terrorism;

REALIZING that terrorism constitutes a serious threat to ASEAN and Pakistan’s peace, security and 
economic prosperity, and contravenes the laws, religious beliefs and fundamental values of all countries 
concerned;

RECOGNIZING that the transnational nature of terrorism calls for a comprehensive approach that 
embraces action on many fronts;

ENCOURAGED by the strong co-operation between the Member Countries of ASEAN and Pakistan on 
security, intelligence and law enforcement matters, and desiring to strengthen and expand this cooperation 
to fight international terrorism;

Declare as follows:

Ojectives:

1. The participants reaffirm the importance of having a framework for cooperation to prevent, disrupt and 
 combat international terrorism through the exchange and flow of information, intelligence and 
 capacity building.

2. The participants emphasize that the purpose of this cooperation is to enhance the efficiency of the 
 efforts to combat terrorism.
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Scope and Areas of Cooperation:

3. The participants stress their commitment to seek to implement the principles laid out in this 
 Declaration, in conformity with their obligations under international law and in accordance with their 
 respective domestic laws and their specific circumstances, in any or all of the following areas:

 i. Enhance cooperation and liaison among their law enforcement and security agencies to strengthen 
  counter-terrorism regimes and engender practical and effective responses to the terrorist threat.

 ii. Continue and improve intelligence and information-sharing, including on terrorist financing, crime 
  related to money laundering, and other counter-terrorism measures including the development of 
  more effective policies and legal, regulatory and administrative counter-terrorism regimes.

 iii. Strengthen capacity-building efforts through training and education; consultations between 
  officials, analysts and field operators; and seminars; conferences and joint exercises as appropriate.

 iv. Provide assistance on transportation security and border and immigration control challenges, 
  including document and identify fraud, to stem effectively the flow of terrorist-related material, 
  money and people.

 v. Implement the measures contained in the ARF’s Statement on Cooperative Counter-Terrorism 
  Action on Border Security, the ARF Statement on Cooperation Against Piracy and Other Threats 
  to Maritime Security, the ARF Statement on Transport Security Against International Terrorism 
  and to other relevant ARF Statement where appropriate.

 vi. Comply with all binding United Nations resolutions and declarations on international terrorism, 
  particularly United Nations Security Council Resolution 1267, 1269, 1373, 1455, 1456, and other
  United Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism where applicable.

 vii. Explore on a mutual basis additional areas of cooperation.

Participation:

4. The participants are each called upon to designate an agency to coordinate with law enforcement 
 agencies, authorities dealing with countering terrorist financing and other concerned government 
 agencies, and to act as the central point of contact for the purposes of implementing the Declaration.

Disclosure of Information:

5. The participants expect that no participant would disclose or distribute any confidential information, 
 documents or data received in connection with this Declaration to any third party, at any time, except 
 to the extent agreed in writing by the participant that provided the information.

For ASEAN:

SOMSAVAT LENGSAVAD
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic Chairman of 
the 38th  ASEAN Standing Committee

For Pakistan:

KHURSHID M. KASURI
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Islamic Republic of Pakistan
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ASEAN-RUSSIAN FEDERATION JOINT DECLARATION FOR 
COOPERATION TO COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

JAKARTA, INDONESIA, 2 JULY 2004 

We, the Foreign Ministers of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Member Countries of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation:

MINDFUL of the Declaration on Terrorism by the 8th ASEAN Summit and the 2001 ASEAN Declaration 
on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which, inter alia, undertake to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, 
regional and international levels in combating terrorism;

RECALLING the Joint Declaration of the Foreign Ministers of the Russian Federation and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations on Partnership for Peace and Security, and Prosperity and 
Development in the Asia-Pacific Region, signed on 19 June 2003 in Phnom Penh, in which the parties 
resolutely reject all acts, methods and practices of international terrorism and express their readiness to 
enhance cooperation in combating this global menace;

WELCOMING Russia’s efforts to combat international terrorism at the national, regional and global 
levels, in particular, within the framework of the United Nations, G-8, the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS), the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CST) and the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO);

NOTING the CIS’ 1999 Treaty on Cooperation in Combating Terrorism and the SCO’s 2001 Shanghai 
Convention on Combating Terrorism, Separatism and Extremism;

STRESSING the central coordinating role of the United Nations in the fight against terrorism;

REAFFIRMING their commitment to counter, prevent and suppress all forms of terrorist acts in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, relevant international conventions on international 
terrorism and other international instruments, in particular the principles outlined in United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions 1267, 1373, 1390, 1455 and 1456;

SUPPORTING the work of the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee, aimed at enhancing effectiveness of 
the international efforts in the fight against terrorism; 

VIEWING acts of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, committed wherever, whenever and by 
whomsoever as a profound threat to international peace and security, which require concerted action to 
protect and defend all peoples and the peace and security of the world;

REJECTING any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race, culture and nationality; stressing 
the need to strengthen dialogue and promote mutual understanding within and among countries, cultures 
and civilizations in order, inter alia, to help address the underlying causes of terrorism without acknowled 
ging these as justifications for terrorist and/or criminal activities;

RECOGNISING the importance and need to respect each other’s independence, sovereign equality and 
territorial integrity, the principles of non-interference in the internal affairs of other States and the non-use 
or threat of force;
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ACKNOWLEDGING the value of cooperation on security, intelligence and law enforcement matters, and 
desiring to strengthen and expand this cooperation to combat international terrorism through the ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC), as a leading ASEAN body for cooperation in 
combating terrorism, and relevant ASEAN-Russia mechanisms and welcoming the Agreement on 
Information Exchange and Establishment of Communication Procedures;

RECOGNISING the transnational nature of terrorist activities and the need to strengthen international 
cooperation at all levels in combating terrorism in a comprehensive manner

Solemnly declare as follows:

Objectives:

1. ASEAN and Russia (hereinafter collectively referred to as “the participants”) reaffirm the importance 
 of having a framework for cooperation to prevent, disrupt and combat international terrorism through 
 the  exchange and flow of information, intelligence and capacity-building and welcome effective legal 
 cooperation through the arrangement of mutual legal assistance and extradition agreements.

2. The participants emphasize that the purpose of this cooperation as stated in this Declaration is to 
 enhance the efficacy of the efforts to combat terrorism.

Scope and Areas of Cooperation:

3. The participants stress their commitment to implement in good faith the principles and provisions of 
 this Declaration, in conformity with their obligations under international law and in accordance with 
 their respective domestic laws, in any or all of the following activities:

 i. Strengthen and expand interaction through the AMMTC as a leading ASEAN body for cooperation 
  in combating terrorism, ASEAN Senior Officials’ Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC), 
  ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), ASEAN-Russia Post-Ministerial Conferences, ASEAN-Russia 
  Senior Officials’ Meeting, ASEAN-Russia Joint Cooperation Committee and other regional and 
  dialogue mechanisms including relevant bodies that may be established in future. In this regard, 
  the participants have agreed to explore the possibility to establish the ASEAN-Russia Working 
  Group on Counter-Terrorism.

 ii. Take steps to enhance practical cooperation on counter-terrorism between their agencies concerned 
  including law enforcement agencies, research institutions and “think tanks”, as well as strengthen 
  links with INTERPOL, EUROPOL, ASEANAPOL, the CIS’ Anti-Terrorist Center and Regional 
  Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

 iii. Continue and improve intelligence and terrorist financing information sharing on counter-terrorism 
  measures, including the development of more effective counter-terrorism policies and legal, 
  regulatory and administrative counter-terrorism regimes.

 iv. Enhance liaison relationships amongst their law enforcement agencies to engender practical 
  counter terrorism regimes.

 v. Strengthen capacity-building efforts through training and education; consultations between 
  officials, analysts and field operators; seminars, conferences and joint operations as agreed on 
  a case by case basis.
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 vi. Provide assistance on transportation, border and immigration control challenges, including 
  document and identity fraud to stem effectively the flow of terrorist-related material, money and 
  people.

 vii. Comply with United Nations Security Council Resolutions 1267, 1373, 1390, 1455, 1456 and 
  other United Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism.

 viii. Explore additional areas of cooperation.

Participation:

4. The participants are called upon to become parties to all 12 United Nations conventions and protocols 
 relating to terrorism.

5. The participants are each called upon to designate an agency to coordinate with law enforcement 
 agencies, authorities dealing with countering terrorism financing and other concerned government 
 agencies, and to act as the central point of contact for the purposes of implementing this Declaration.

Disclosure of Information:

6. The participants expect that no participant would disclose or distribute any confidential information, 
 documents or data received in connection with this Declaration to any third party at any time, except to 
 the extent agreed in writing by the participant that provided the information.

Implementation:

7. All the participants are urged to promote and implement in good faith and effectively the principles 
 and  provisions of the present Declaration in all its aspects.

Done in duplicate on the Second Day of July in the Year Two Thousand and Four in Jakarta, both texts be 
ing equally authentic.

For ASEAN:         For Russian Federation:

Dr. N. Hassan Wirajuda       Sergey Lavrov
Minister for Foreign Affairs       Minister of Foreign Affairs
Republic of Indonesia,       Russian Federation  
Chairman of the 37th ASEAN Standing   
Committee
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ASEAN-US JOINT DECLARATION FOR COOPERATION 
TO COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM,  1 AUGUST 2002

The Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, member countries 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the United States of America (hereinafter 
referred to collectively as “the participants”);

Mindful of the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which, inter alia, 
undertakes to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels in combating terrorism in 
a comprehensive manner and affirms that at the international level the United Nations should play a major 
role in this regard;

Reaffirming their commitment to counter, prevent and suppress all forms of terrorist acts in accordance 
with the Charter of the United Nations, international law and all the relevant United Nations resolutions 
or declarations on international terrorism, in particular the principles outlined in United Nations Security 
Council Resolutions 1373, 1267 and 1390;

Viewing acts of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, committed wherever, whenever and by 
whomsoever, as a profound threat to international peace and security, which require concerted action to 
protect and defend all peoples and the peace and security of the world;

Recognizing the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and non- intervention in the domestic 
affairs of other States;

Acknowledging the value of existing cooperation on security, intelligence and law enforcement 
matters, and desiring to strengthen and expand this cooperation to combat international terrorism through 
the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime, as a leading ASEAN body for combating 
terrorism, and other mechanisms;

Recognizing the transnational nature of terrorist activities and the need to strengthen international 
cooperation at all levels in combating terrorism in a comprehensive manner;

Desiring to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation between the relevant agencies of the participants’ 
governments; 

Solemnly declare as follows:

Objectives:

1. The participants reaffirm the importance of having a framework for cooperation to prevent, disrupt and 
 combat international terrorism through the exchange and flow of information, intelligence and 
 capacity building.
 
2.  The participants emphasize that the purpose of this cooperation is to enhance the efficacy of those 
 efforts to combat terrorism. 
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Scope and Areas of Cooperation:

3.  The participants stress their commitment to seek to implement the principles laid out in this 
 Declaration, in accordance with their respective domestic laws and their specific circumstances, in any 
 or all of the following activities: 

 I. Continue and improve intelligence and terrorist financing information sharing on counter-terrorism 
  measures, including the development of more effective counter-terrorism policies and legal, 
  regulatory and administrative counter-terrorism regimes.
 II. Enhance liaison relationships amongst their law enforcement agencies to engender practical 
  counter terrorism regimes.
 III. Strengthen capacity-building efforts through training and education; consultations between 
  officials, analysts and field operators; and seminars, conferences and joint operations as 
  appropriate.
 IV.  Provide assistance on transportation, border and immigration control challenges, including 
  document and identity fraud to stem effectively the flow of terrorist-related material, money and 
  people.
 V.  Comply with United Nations Security Council Resolutions 1373, 1267, 1390 and other United 
  Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism.
 VI. Explore on a mutual basis additional areas of cooperation. 

Participation:

4. Participants are called upon to become parties to all 12 of the United Nations conventions and 
 protocols relating to terrorism.

5. The participants are each called upon to designate an agency to coordinate with law enforcement 
 agencies, authorities dealing with countering terrorism financing and other concerned government 
 agencies, and to act as the central point of contact for the purposes of implementing this Declaration.

Disclosure of Information:

6.  The participants expect that no participant would disclose or distribute any confidential information, 
 documents or data received in connection with this Declaration to any third party, at any time, except 
 to the extent agreed in writing by the participant that provided the information.

7.  All the participants are urged to promote and implement in good faith and effectively the provisions of 
 the present Declaration in all its aspects. Signed at Bandar Seri Begawan this first day of August, Two 
 Thousand and Two.

 
For ASEAN:                                                                      For the United States of America: 

Mohamed Bolkiah                                                           Colin L. Powell 
Minister of Foreign Affairs                                             Secretary of State 
Brunei Darussalam
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ASEAN CONVENTION ON COUNTER-TERRORISM (ACCT)

CEBU, PHILIPPINES, 13 JANUARY 2007

Member Countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) - Brunei Darussalam, the King 
dom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union 
of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, and the 
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”;

RECALLING the Charter of the United Nations and relevant principles of international law, the relevant 
international conventions and protocols relating to counter terrorism and relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations on measures aimed at countering international terrorism, and reaffirming our commitment to 
protect human rights, fair treatment, the rule of law, and due process as well as the principles enshrined in 
the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia done at Bali on 24 February 1976; 

REAFFIRMING that terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any religion, nationality, 
civilisation or ethnic group;

RECALLING also the ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism and the Declaration on 
Terrorism adopted at the ASEAN Summits in 2001 and 2002 respectively;

REAFFIRMING our commitment to the Vientiane Action Programme done at Vientiane on 29 November 
2004, particularly its thrust on “shaping and sharing of norms” and the need, among others, to work towards 
the conclusion of an ASEAN Mutual Legal Assistance Agreement, and an ASEAN Convention on Counter 
Terrorism, and the establishment of an ASEAN Extradition Treaty as envisaged by the 1976 Declaration of 
ASEAN Concord;

DEEPLY CONCERNED over the grave danger posed by terrorism to innocent lives, infrastructure and 
the environment, regional and international peace and stability as well as to economic development;

REALISING the importance of identifying and effectively addressing the root causes of terrorism in the 
formulation of any counter terrorism measures;

REITERATING that terrorism, in all its forms and manifestations, committed wherever, whenever, and by 
whomsoever, is a profound threat to international peace and security and a direct challenge to the attainment 
of peace, progress and prosperity for ASEAN and the realisation of ASEAN Vision 2020;

REAFFIRMING our strong commitment to enhance cooperation in countering terrorism which covers the 
prevention and suppression of all forms of terrorist acts; 

REITERATING the need to improve regional cooperation on counter terrorism and undertake effective 
measures through deepening cooperation among ASEAN law enforcement agencies and relevant 
authorities in countering terrorism;  

ENCOURAGING the Parties to become parties as soon as possible to the relevant international 
conventions and protocols relating to counter terrorism;
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Have agreed as follows:

Article I
Objective

This Convention shall provide for the framework for regional cooperation to counter, prevent and suppress 
terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and to deepen cooperation among law enforcement agencies 
and relevant authorities of the Parties in countering terrorism.

Article II
Criminal Acts of Terrorism

1. For the purposes of this Convention, “offence” means any of the offences within the scope of and as 
 defined in any of the treaties listed as follows:
 a. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft, signed at The Hague on 
  16 December 1970;
 b. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Civil Aviation, concluded 
  at Montreal on 23 September 1971;
 c. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Internationally Protected 
  Persons, Including Diplomatic Agents, adopted in New York on 14 December 1973;
 d. International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages, adopted in New York on 17 
  December 1979;
 e. Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, adopted in Vienna on 26 October 1979;
 f. Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts of Violence at Airports Serving International Civil 
  Aviation, supplementary to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the 
  Safety of Civil Aviation, done at Montreal on 24 February 1988;
 g. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation, done 
  at Rome on 10 March 1988; 
 h. Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on 
  the Continental Shelf, done at Rome on 10 March 1988;
 i. International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, adopted in New York on 15 
  December 1997;
 j. International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, adopted in New York 
  on 9 December 1999; 
 k. International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, adopted in New York 
  on 13 April 2005;
 l. Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, done at Vienna on 8 
  July 2005;
 m. Protocol of 2005 to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of 
  Maritime Navigation, done at London on 14 October 2005; and
 n. Protocol of 2005 to the Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Fixed 
  Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf, done at London on 14 October 2005.  

2.  On depositing its instrument of ratification or approval, a Party which is not a Party to a treaty listed 
 in paragraph 1 of this Article may declare that, in the application of this Convention to that Party, that 
 treaty shall be deemed not to be included in paragraph 1 of this Article. This declaration shall cease to 
 have an effect as soon as the treaty enters into force for the Party having made such a declaration, 
 which shall notify the depositary as stated in paragraph 2 of Article XX of this entry into force. 
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3.  When a Party ceases to be a party to a treaty listed in paragraph 1 of this Article, it may make a 
 declaration as provided for in this Article, with respect to that treaty.

Article III
Sovereign Equality, Territorial Integrity and Non-Interference

The Parties shall carry out their obligations under this Convention in a manner consistent with the 
principles of sovereign equality and territorial integrity of States and that of non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other Parties.

Article IV
Preservation of Sovereignty

Nothing in this Convention entitles a Party to undertake, in the territory of another Party, the exercise of 
jurisdiction or performance of functions which are exclusively reserved for the authorities of that other 
Party by its domestic laws. 

Article V
Non-Application

This Convention shall not apply where the offence is committed within a single Party, the alleged offender 
and the victims are nationals of that Party, the alleged offender is found in the territory of that Party and no 
other Party has a basis under this Convention to exercise jurisdiction. 

Article VI
Areas of Cooperation

1.  The areas of cooperation under this Convention may, in conformity with the domestic laws of the 
 respective Parties, include appropriate measures, among others, to: 
 a. Take the necessary steps to prevent the commission of terrorist acts, including by the provision of 
  early warning to the other Parties through the exchange of information;
 b. Prevent those who finance, plan, facilitate, or commit terrorist acts from using their respective 
  territories for those purposes against the other  Parties and/or the citizens of the other Parties; 
 c. Prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts;
 d. Prevent the movement of terrorists or terrorist groups by effective border control and controls on 
  issuance of identity papers and travel documents, and through measures for preventing 
  counterfeiting, forgery or fraudulent use of identity papers and travel documents;
 e. Promote capacity-building including trainings and technical cooperation and the holding of 
  regional meetings; 
 f. Promote public awareness and participation in efforts to counter terrorism, as well as enhance 
  interfaith and intra-faith dialogue and dialogue among civilisations;
 g. Enhance cross-border cooperation;
 h. Enhance intelligence exchange and sharing of information; 
 i. Enhance existing cooperation towards developing regional databases under the purview of the 
  relevant ASEAN bodies;
 j. Strengthen capability and readiness to deal with chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear
  (CBRN) terrorism, cyber terrorism and any new forms of terrorism;
 k. Undertake research and development on measures to counter terrorism;
 l. Encourage the use of video conference or teleconference facilities for court proceedings, where 
  appropriate; and
 m. Ensure that any person who participates in the financing, planning, preparation or perpetration of 
  terrorist acts or in supporting terrorist acts is brought to justice.  
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2.  Subject to the consent of the Parties concerned, Parties shall cooperate to address the root causes of 
 terrorism and conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism to prevent the perpetration of 
 terrorist acts and the propagation of terrorist cells. 

Article VII
State Jurisdiction

1.  A Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the offences 
 covered in Article II of this Convention when:
 a. The offence is committed in the territory of that Party; or 
 b. The offence is committed on board a vessel flying the flag of that Party or an aircraft which is 
  registered under the laws of that Party at the time the offence is committed; or 
 c. The offence is committed by a national of that Party.

2.  A Party may also establish its jurisdiction over any such offence when:
 a. The offence is committed against a national of that Party; or 
 b. The offence is committed against a state or government facility of that Party abroad, including its 
  embassy or other diplomatic or consular premises; or 
 c. The offence is committed in an attempt to compel that Party to do or to abstain from doing any 
  act; or 
 d. The offence is committed by a stateless person with habitual residence in the territory of that Party.

3.  A Party shall likewise establish its jurisdiction over the offences covered in Article II of this 
 Convention in cases where the alleged offender is present in its territory and it does not extradite that
 person to any of the Parties that have established their jurisdiction in accordance with paragraph 1 or 2
 of this Article. 

4.  This Convention does not exclude the exercise of any criminal jurisdiction established by a Party in 
 accordance with its domestic laws.

Article VIII
Fair Treatment

1. Any person who is taken into custody or regarding whom any other measures are taken or proceedings 
 are carried out pursuant to this Convention shall be guaranteed fair treatment, including enjoyment of 
 all rights and guarantees in conformity with the laws of the Party in the territory of which that person is 
 present and applicable provisions of international law, including international human rights law.

2. Upon receiving information that a person who has committed or who is alleged to have committed an 
 offence covered in Article II of this Convention may be present in its territory, the Party concerned 
 shall take such measures as may be necessary under its domestic laws to investigate the facts contained
 in the information.

3. Upon being satisfied that the circumstances so warrant, the Party in whose territory the offender or 
 alleged offender is present shall take the appropriate measures under its domestic laws so as to ensure 
 that person’s presence for the purpose of prosecution or extradition.
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4. Any person regarding whom measures referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article are being taken shall 
 be entitled:

 a. To communicate without delay with the nearest appropriate representative of the State of which 
  that person is a national or which is otherwise entitled to protect that person’s rights; 
 b. To be visited by a representative of that State; 
 c. To be informed of that person’s rights under subparagraphs (a) and (b) of paragraph 4 of this 
  Article.

5. The rights referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article shall be exercised in conformity with the laws and 
 regulations of the Party in the territory of which the offender or alleged offender is present, subject to 
 the  provision that the said laws and regulations must enable full effect to be given to the purposes for 
 which the rights accorded under paragraph 4 of this Article are intended.

6. When a Party, pursuant to the present Article, has taken a person into custody, it shall immediately 
 notify, directly or through the Secretary-General of ASEAN, the Parties which have established 
 jurisdiction in accordance with paragraph 1 or 2 of Article VII, and, if it considers it advisable, any 
 other interested Parties, of the fact that such person is in custody and of the circumstances which 
 warrant that person’s detention. The Party which is carrying out the investigation referred to in 
 paragraph 2 of this Article shall promptly inform the said Parties of its findings and shall indicate 
 whether it intends to exercise jurisdiction over the said person.  

Article  IX
General Provisions

1. The Parties shall adopt such measures as may be necessary, including, where appropriate, national 
 legislation, to ensure that offences covered in Article II of this Convention, especially when it is 
 intended to intimidate a population, or to compel a government or an international organisation to do 
 or to abstain from doing any act, are under no circumstances justifiable by considerations of a political, 
 philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or other similar nature. 

2. Pursuant to Article VI of this Convention, the Parties shall, where possible, establish channels of 
 communication between their competent agencies to facilitate the exchange of information to prevent 
 the commission of offences covered in Article II of this Convention.

3. The Party where the alleged offender is prosecuted shall, upon the request of the other Parties claiming 
 jurisdiction over the same, communicate the status of the case at any stage of the proceedings to those 
 other Parties.

Article X
Status of Refugees

The Parties shall take appropriate measures, in conformity with the relevant provisions of their respective 
domestic laws and applicable international law, including international standards of human rights, before 
granting refugee status, where the Parties recognise and grant such status, for the purpose of ensuring that 
the asylum seeker has not planned, facilitated or participated in the commission of terrorist acts. 
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Article XI
Rehabilitative Programmes

The Parties shall endeavour to promote the sharing of best practices on rehabilitative programmes 
including, where appropriate, social reintegration of persons involved in the commission of any of the 
offences covered in Article II of this Convention with the objective of preventing the perpetration of 
terrorist acts. 

Article XII
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters

1. The Parties shall, in conformity with their respective domestic laws, afford the widest measure of 
 assistance in connection with investigations or criminal proceedings brought in respect of the offences 
 covered in Article II of this Convention.

2. The Parties shall, where they are parties to the Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
 done in Kuala Lumpur on 29 November 2004, carry out their obligations under paragraph 1 of this 
 Article in conformity with that Treaty.

Article XIII
Extradition

1. The Party in the territory of which the alleged offender is present shall, in cases to which Article VII 
 of this Convention applies, if it does not extradite that person, be obliged, without exception what so
 ever and whether or not the offence was committed in its territory, to submit the case without undue 
 delay to its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution, through proceedings in accordance 
 with the domestic laws of that Party. Those authorities shall take their decision in the same manner as 
 in the case of any other offence of a grave nature under the domestic laws of that Party.

2. The offences covered in Article II of this Convention shall be deemed to be included as extraditable 
 offences in any extradition treaty existing between any of the Parties before the entry into force of this 
 Convention. The Parties undertake to include such offences as extraditable offences in every 
 extradition treaty to be subsequently concluded between them.

3. When a Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives a request 
 for  extradition from another Party with which it has no extradition treaty, the requested Party may, at its 
 option, and in conformity with its domestic laws, consider this Convention as a legal basis for
 extradition in respect of the offences covered in Article II of this Convention. 

Article XIV
Political Offences Exception

None of the offences covered in Article II of this Convention shall be regarded for the purposes of 
extradition under Article XIII of this Convention or mutual legal assistance in criminal matters under Article 
XII of this Convention as a political offence or as an offence connected with a political offence or as an offence 
inspired by political motives. Accordingly, a request for extradition or for mutual legal assistance in 
criminal matters based on such an offence may not be refused on the sole ground that it concerns a political 
offence or an offence connected with a political offence or an offence inspired by political motives.
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Article XV
Designation of Central Authorities or Coordinating Structures

Each Party shall designate, as appropriate, a central authority or coordinating structure to enhance 
cooperation under this Convention.

Article XVI
Implementation, Monitoring and Review

The relevant ASEAN sectoral bodies involved in ASEAN cooperation on countering terrorism shall be 
responsible for monitoring and reviewing the implementation of this Convention.

Article XVII
Confidentiality

1. Each Party shall preserve the confidentiality and secrecy of documents, records and other information 
 received from any other Party, including the source thereof.

2. No document, record or other information obtained pursuant to this Convention shall be disclosed to 
 or shared with any other Party, State or person except with the prior written consent of the Party which 
 provided such document, record or information.

Article XVIII
Relationship with Other International Instruments

This Convention shall not derogate from obligations subsisting between the Parties pursuant to other 
international agreements nor, where the Parties agree, shall it prevent the Parties from providing assistance 
to each other pursuant to other international agreements or the provisions of their respective domestic 
laws.

Article XIX
Settlement of Disputes

Any difference or dispute between the Parties arising from the interpretation or application of the 
provisions of this Convention shall be settled amicably through consultation and negotiation between the 
Parties through diplomatic channels or any other peaceful means for the settlement of disputes as agreed 
upon between the Parties. 

Article XX
Ratification, Approval and Depositary

1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification or approval in accordance with the internal procedures 
 of the Parties.

2. The instruments of ratification or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of ASEAN 
 who shall promptly inform the other Parties of such deposit.

Article XXI
Entry into Force and Amendment

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the 30th (thirtieth) day following the date of the deposit of 
 the 6th (sixth) instrument of ratification or approval with the Secretary-General of ASEAN in respect 
 of those Parties that have submitted their instruments of ratification or approval.
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2. For any Party ratifying or approving this Convention after the deposit of the 6th (sixth) instrument 
 of ratification or approval, but before the day the Convention enters into force, the Convention shall 
 also apply to that Party on the date the Convention enters into force.

3. In respect of a Party ratifying or approving this Convention subsequent to its entry into force pursuant 
 to paragraph 1, it shall enter into force for that Party on the date its instrument of ratification or 
 approval is deposited.  

4. This Convention may be modified or amended at any time by mutual written consent of the Parties. 
 Such modification or amendment shall enter into force on such date as shall be mutually agreed 
 upon by Parties and shall form part of this Convention.

5. Any modification or amendment shall not affect the rights and obligations of the Parties arising from 
 or based on the provisions of this Convention before the entry into force of such modification or 
 amendment.

Article XXII
Withdrawal

1. Any Party may withdraw from this Convention at any time after the date of the entry into force of this 
 Convention for that Party.

2. The withdrawal shall be notified by an instrument of withdrawal to the Secretary-General of ASEAN.

3. The withdrawal shall take effect 180 (one hundred and eighty) days after the receipt of the instrument 
 of  withdrawal by the Secretary-General of ASEAN.

4. The Secretary-General of ASEAN shall promptly notify all the other Parties of any withdrawal.

Article XXIII
Registration

This Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-General of ASEAN to the United Nations Secretariat 
pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

DONE at Cebu, Philippines, this Thirteenth Day of January in the Year Two Thousand and Seven, in a 
single original copy in the English language.

For Brunei Darussalam:
HAJI HASSANAL BOLKIAH
Sultan of Brunei Darussalam
 
For the Kingdom of Cambodia:
SAMDECH HUN SEN
Prime Minister 

For the Republic of Indonesia:
DR. SUSILO BAMBANG YUDHOYONO
President
 

For the Union of Myanmar:
GENERAL SOE WIN
Prime Minister

For the Republic of the Philippines:
GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
President
 
For the Republic of Singapore:
LEE HSIEN LOONG
Prime Minister
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For the Lao People’s Democratic Republic:
BOUASONE BOUPHAVANH  
Prime Minister 
 
For Malaysia:
DATO’ SERI ABDULLAH AHMAD BADAWI
Prime Minister
 

 For the Kingdom of Thailand:
GENERAL SURAYUD CHULANONT (RET.)  
Prime Minister
 
For the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam:
NGUYEN TAN DUNG 
Prime Minister
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